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Speaking Briefly. 


Continuing in his efforts to keep the public informed 
of the operations of the State Road Department, Chair¬ 
man Alfred McKethan has addressed various audiences 
in Florida during the past month. He delivered one of 
the major addresses at the opening session of the fourth 
annual Florida Highway Conference in Gainesville May 
11 and 12, attended by representatives of the various 
fields in highway planning and construction. He ex¬ 
plained the problems facing the Road Department in its 
attempt to give the traveling public the roads for which 



they are paying. Because of a lack of funds it is impos¬ 
sible to provide all the roads desired, Mr. McKethan said; 
but, he continued, the Department is providing the best 
highway program possible with the funds available. 

Members of the Florida Independent Petroleum Mar¬ 
keters Association who met in St. Petersburg May 12 
were told by Chairman McKethan of Florida’s road needs 
and the accomplishments of the Department during the 
past year and a half. He stressed the fact that Florida’s 
gasoline taxes, which he termed the “life blood of Florida 
highways,” are as important to oil and gasoline dealers 
as they are to the Road Department. The funds for 
highway construction are derived in great part from the 
gas taxes, he said. With the increased construction of 
good highways made possible by these taxes, a corre¬ 
sponding increase in highway travel will result. In turn, 
this travel increase will mean an increase in gasoline con¬ 
sumption, he pointed out. Chairman McKethan predicted 
that gasoline consumption in Florida this year will reach 
an unprecedented total of 720,000,000 gallons. 

Mr. McKethan told of the scheduled Leon County road 
projects when he addressed members of the Tallahassee 
Lions’ Club recently. He emphasized the importance 
to highway development of civic club members and 
businessmen becoming more acquainted with the prob¬ 
lems confronting the Road Department in bringing Flor¬ 
ida highways up to present day and future needs. The 
interest and cooperation of persons such as they is essen¬ 
tial if the planned highway programs are to be realized, 
he said. 


• • 

Speaking before the Lake City Rotary Club May 26, 
the Chairman told of the road program for that vicinity 
and for the State as a whole. He stressed the importance 
of the secondary “farm-to-market” roads to the overall 
economy of the State. Particularly should their signifi¬ 
cance be recognized in an agricultural section such as the 
area surrounding Lake City, he said. Two of Florida’s 
main arterial routes, U. S. 90 and U. S. 41, pass through 
Lake City, Mr. McKethan noted, and the amount of traffic 
on these highways is indicative of the increase in travel 
throughout Florida. Thus the residents of the Lake City 
area are able not only to view at first hand the vital role 
our rural roads play in Florida livelihood, but they also 
have an opportunity to understand the necessity of main¬ 
taining an adequate primary highway system, he pointed 
out. 


A New Foundation For The 
Highway Financing Structure 

By John A. Long 

As foreseen several years ago by highway officials, en¬ 
gineers and economists, quite a number of states are now 
seeking an increase in gasoline and road users’ taxes. In 
consideration of the depreciated condition of our munici¬ 
pal streets and rural highways caused by five years lack 
of adequate maintenance and reconstruction, no one can 
successfully question the need for funds to finance the 
tremendous highway reconstruction program facing us. 
We are forced to wonder, however, if the timing, or neces¬ 
sity for placing “first things first,” will not react against 
the chance for complete success in expanded highway 
financing which probably could be attained by a more 
logical sequence in planning the financing program. 

It is believed that as a general principle, “highway funds 
will always be made available to the extent that their 
expenditure results in a highway service adequate to the 
needs of all highway users.” As a corollary to this prin¬ 
ciple, however, it is equally true that highway funds 
must be spent for highway purposes and that all of the 
various segments of our national system must share 
equitably in the benefits of such expenditures. 

Following this principle and its corollaries, it is quite 
evident that before seeking new highway revenues, steps 
should be taken to stop diversion of present revenues, 
and as far as possible, return to highway purposes those 
revenues now being diverted. Second, any hope for a 
successful national highway financing program must be 
based upon a recognition of the fact that the nation’s 
highways consist of three main elements—state and fed¬ 
eral-aid rural highways, municipal streets and urban high¬ 
ways, and the rural roads under county or local jurisdic- 
(Turn to Page 20) 
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Fourth Annual Highway Conference... 


Once more the annual Florida 
Highway Conference, held this year 
in Gainesville on May 11 and 12, at¬ 
tained its objective of promoting co¬ 
operation among the various groups 
in the state connected with highway 
planning, construction, and mainten¬ 
ance. Over three hundred national, 
state, and local highway officials, en¬ 
gineers and engineering students, 
equipment and material dealers and 
producers, and others active in the 
highway field congregated on the 
University of Florida campus to dis¬ 
cuss the technical aspects of highway 
planning and building and to hear 
the views expressed on these subjects 
by various authorities. 

The meeting is sponsored annually 
by the Civil Engineering Department 
of the College of Engineering as a 


Chairman Alfred McKethan, State Road De¬ 
partment, and H. C. Weathers, engineer of 
tests. State Road Department. 

function of the Engineering and In¬ 
dustrial Experiment Station at the 
University of Florida. The program 
of the conference included major ad¬ 
dresses during general sessions and 
three concurrent specialized technical 
sessions at which papers were pre¬ 
sented and panel discussions were 
held. Summaries of these technical 
sessions were presented at the Friday 
morning session. Several movies were 
shown illustrating the various phases 
of highway construction. Friday aft¬ 
ernoon at the close of the general ses¬ 
sion, conducted tours to points of in¬ 
terest on the campus were made. A 
banquet was held in the university 
cafeteria Friday evening as a finale 
to the two day conference. Nello L. 
Teer, Jr., president of the contractor’s 
division of the American Road Build¬ 



Wilfred Owen, Brookings Institution, Wash¬ 
ington, D. C., and Charles Nelson, Virginia 
Department of Highways. 


ers’ Association, delivered the princi¬ 
pal address. 

Sam Turnbull, State Highway Engi¬ 
neer, presided at the opening session 
Thursday morning. Because of un¬ 
foreseen business duties which neces¬ 
sitated his presence in Washington 
and New York, Dr. J. Hillis Miller, 
president of the university, was un¬ 
able to deliver his scheduled welcom¬ 
ing address. Joseph Weil, Dean of 
the College of Engineering and mem¬ 
ber of the engineering staff for 28 
years, welcomed the visitors and ex¬ 
pressed appreciation for the coopera¬ 
tion which made the conference pos¬ 
sible, and spoke briefly on roads and 
the engineering program at the uni¬ 
versity. Remarking on the safety on 
the highways, Dean Weil said, “Good 
roads are safe roads when drivers are 
careful and know what they are do¬ 
ing.” 

He stressed the economic import¬ 
ance of roads to each locality and to 
the state as a whole. Putting money 
into roads in a community, Dean Weil 
stated, is putting money into the com- 



Sam P. Turnbull, highway engineer for 
Florida, and E. C. DeGarmo, State Road 
Department district maintenance engineer. 


munity, for a system of roads as an 
investment will pay for itself. 

The program of the engineering 
course at the university, as the Dean 
explained it, is three-fold: to train 
young men of Florida and give them 
an engineering education, to serve 
the state through research so that in¬ 
dustries and production may increase, 
and to preserve and conserve Florida’s 
natural resources. 

The theme of the opening session 
was the problems and implications of 
both state and national highway pro¬ 
grams. Alfred A. McKethan, chair¬ 
man of the State Road Department, 
discussed this subject from the stand¬ 
point of Florida’s highway program 
and Wilfred Owen, highway econo¬ 
mist associated with Brookings Insti¬ 
tution, Washington, D. C., presented 
the subject on a national scale. 


Dean Joseph Weil, University of Florida 
College of Engineering, and L. J. Ritter, 
associate professor of highway engineering, 
University of Florida. 

Lack of a realistic financial ap¬ 
proach was a major problem in high¬ 
way planning, Mr. Owen said. If 
adequate highway programs are to be 
carried out, it is essential that the gap 
between engineer and economist be 
bridged, Owen said. The best op¬ 
portunity for initiating a joint effort 
of these two fields is afforded in our 
colleges, he said. Heretofore colleges 
have emphasized the engineering as¬ 
pects of highway development rather 
than those of planning and finance, 
he said, but if these courses of study 
were to be coordinated, one of the 
greatest difficulties encountered in 
highway planning would be in great 
part remedied. 

(Turn to Page 21) 
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PINELLAS COUNTY ROAD PROJECT . . . 


By Morty Freedman 
Political Writer 
St. Petersburg Times 

“If we spent every dime of money 
that accrues to the Road Department 
during this administration, right here 
in this area, we couldn’t get every¬ 
thing done that should be done.” 

That statement by Road Board 
Chairman Alfred McKethan last June 
22 to a group of Manatee, Hills¬ 
borough and Pinellas County civic 
leaders and officials, meeting in Tar¬ 
pon Springs, was taken seriously. 

McKethan had just finished telling 
the group—among them legislators 
and county officials—that a minimum 
road and bridge program to meet im¬ 
mediate needs of the three-county 
area would require approximately 
$49,000,000. 

And the 42-year old Brooksville 
banker stressed that the State just 
didn’t have that kind of money. 

He explained that his $49,000,000 
estimate included construction of the 
Lower Bay Bridge linking Pinellas 
and Manatee Counties and a third 
bridge connecting Tampa and the 
Pinellas peninsula. He estimated the 
cost of the span across Tampa Bay 
from St. Petersburg to Bradenton at 
$20,000,000. A third link to Tampa 
would amount to some $11,000,000. 

The balance of the funds—some 
$18,000,000—represented badly-need¬ 
ed road and bridge improvements as 
well as additional highways and a 
new bridge across the Manatee River. 

In the interim between that meet¬ 
ing and January, 1950, the State Im¬ 
provement Commission took over the 
Lower Bay Bridge project from the 
St. Petersburg Port Authority. Out¬ 
look for financing the proposed St. 
Petersburg-Bradenton link at this date 
is bright. And there is some planning 
of the possibility of widening Gandy 
Bridge instead of constructing a third 
Tampa-St. Petersburg span. Dou¬ 
bling the width of Gandy will require 
about $4,000,000 according to SRD 
estimates, as compared with $11,000,- 
000 needed for a third bridge. 

But even though things were look- 
ing up for the tri-county area, a group 


of Pinellas civic leaders headed by 
Walter Fuller, St. Petersburg realtor, 
former president of the Gulf Coast 
Highway Association and former State 


Representative from Pinellas County, 
were not satisfied. 

They reasoned that if the St. Peters- 
burg-Tampa-Bradenton area was to 


This map of Pinellas County shows two systems of new roads and bridges, one to be 
financed by the seventh-cent of State gasoline tax, the other by a proposed $5,000,000 bond 
issue to be liquidated by 10-cent tolls on six Beach causeways. Broken lines indicate the 
State-financed farm-to-market secondary road program. The heavy, unbroken lines indicate 
new roads and bridges to be paid for by the proposed bond issue. Approximately 25 miles 
of new highways, one new Beach causeway and 75 miles of improvements on existing 
roads and streets are included in the program. (Courtesy of The St. Petersburg Times.) 
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retain its position as Florida’s greatest 
metropolitan center, decent roads and 
bridges would be required. 

Although Pinellas County had long 
been regarded as the “stepchild” of 
Florida road construction, the new 
Warren Road Board appeared ready 
to make some solid improvements— 
particularly the completion of the 
Gulf Coast Highway from Tarpon 
Springs to the tip of the Pinellas 
Peninsula in south St. Petersburg. 

But the road-conscious group not 
only shared a dislike for “letting 
George do it,” but knew that “George” 
just couldn’t do it all. The SRD didn’t 
have enough money at its command. 

After informal discussions the group 
met on February 3 at Indian Rocks 
and planned the modernization of 
practically every important traffic 
artery in Pinellas County. 

Among those attending the meeting 
were: Senator Henry S. Baynard, Rep. 
Charles J. Schuh, Jr., former Tax Col¬ 
lector Jay B. Starkey, former State 
Hotel Commissioner J. Lee Ballard, 
B. E. Webb, vice-president of St. 
Petersburg’s fabulous Webb’s City; 
William Upham, prominent Gulf 
Beaches realtor; Barney Kilgore, well- 
known Clearwater citrus grower, and 
other county leaders. 

When the meeting ended those at¬ 
tending had evolved a $5,000,000 pro¬ 
gram designed to augment the farm- 
to - market secondary - road - building 
project which is to be financed with 
proceeds of the seventh cent of gaso¬ 
line tax money. 

The Indian Rocks conference came 
up with a plan that called for a bond 
issue to cover the county program. 
Principal on the $5,000,000 issue 
would be paid off by placing a 10- 
cent toll (or $5 annual tag fee) on the 
six bridges and causeways linking the 
Pinellas mainland with the county’s 
Gulf Beaches. 

Proponents of the bond issue claim 
that traffic counts show that the tolls 
on the six spans would pay the princi¬ 
pal within 15 years. Amortization of 
the money would be over the life of 
the bond issue. The county would 
pay the interest on the issue. 

All of those present agreed on the 
need for major road construction in 
the County. But opinion was by no 


means united on the idea of placing 
tolls on the Gulf Beach bridges. 

One of those opposed to that fea¬ 
ture was Senator Baynard. He recom¬ 
mended trimming the program by one 
or two million dollars and eliminating 
the toll feature. He received support 
from some Gulf Beach and Clear¬ 
water representatives present. 

Advocates of the toll idea are count¬ 
ing on popular support of the pro¬ 
posed bond issue through the selling 
to the people of the benefits to be 
gained through the dime payment on 
the bridges. 

It was pointed out during discus¬ 
sion at the meeting that civic initia¬ 
tive must be taken to attain the sup¬ 
plementary road program, since state 
law forbids construction of secondary 
roads in communities having more 
than 5,000 population. That provision 
prevents secondary-road construction 
in the county’s major cities. 

Occupational Accidents 
Cost Billions Each Year 

Occupational accidents in America 
last year caused the deaths of some 
16,000 workers, the injury of 2,000,000 
more and economic losses of $4,500,- 
000,000, Maurice J. Tobin, Secretary 
of Labor and general chairman of 
the President’s Conference on Indus¬ 
trial Safety, revealed in Washington. 

“The fact that the President of the 
United States has called a national 
conference on industrial safety,” Sec¬ 
retary Tobin declared, “bears testi¬ 
mony to the gravity of this problem. 
It is true that there has been a 50 
percent reduction in occupational ac¬ 
cidents in the past quarter of a cen¬ 
tury, and it is also true that the worker 
of today is safer at his job than in 
his home or on the street. However, 
when every 32 minutes an American 
citizen encounters death on his job, 
and when every 16 seconds another 
worker suffers a disabling injury, it 
is time for employers, employees and 
the general public to sit up and do 
something about it. 

“Public education in the problem 
of industrial safety is essential if a 
further permanent reduction in the 
annual occupational accident toll is 
to be effected. The newspapers are 


the ideal medium for reaching those 
man suffering, but also helps every- 
who need to be provided with the 
latest information concerning indus¬ 
trial accidents and the modern 
methods of avoiding them. The 
President’s Conference on Industrial 
Safety, with the cooperation of the 
Association of Casualty and Surety 
Companies, is cooperating with the 
nation’s newspapers in a combined 
effort to achieve this goal.” 

Secretary Tobin pointed out that, 
according to statistics, more workers 
suffer disabling injuries between 10 
and 11 o’clock in the morning and 
between 3 and 4 o’clock in the after¬ 
noon than during any other hours of 
the day, and added: 

“An occupational accident, no mat¬ 
ter what time of the day or night it 
occurs, is almost always a symptom 
of something wrong in the produc¬ 
tion process—something wrong with 
the man, the machinery, the method, 
or the materials. Practically every 
industrial accident is evidence of a 
hazard in the working environment, 
of inefficiency in supervision, or lack 
of adequate training of employees. 

“It is in the smaller business or 
plant that the influence of accident 
prevention techniques is particularly 
needed. Individually, the small busi¬ 
ness concern does not have a startling 
number of accidents during any one 
year. However, considering all small 
business firms collectively, they re¬ 
port a greater number of accidents 
annually than the larger plants. I do 
not mean to say that management in 
smaller plants is less considerate, but 
rather to point out where general edu¬ 
cation can be especially helpful. Most 
big plants have safety specialists and 
accident prevention workers con¬ 
stantly on the job. The much more 
numerous small plants often must 
look to outside sources for help.” 

The “monstrous figure” of $4,500,- 
000,000 paid out annually in the name 
of occupational accidents, Secretary 
Tobin declared, does not include 
many other costs always associated 
with occupational accidents in the 
factory and on the farm. 


Fish can hear very well. Their ears are 
hidden in their heads. 
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PINELLAS ONWARD!!! 



In 1948 E. H. Beckett was Chairman of the Board of County Commissioners. It was under 
his leadership that the Belleair Beach project was conceived and launched. Beckett is a 
native of Pinellas County; his family settled there shortly after the Civil War. He served 
as county commissioner from 1916 to 1949. He is a past-president of the State Association 
of County Commissioners, and was director of the Chamber of Commerce a number of 
times. Beckett also is a successful citrus grower and businessman. 


By John C. Blocker 

A gala time is scheduled this July 
in Pinellas County. 

Its alert and aggressive Board of 
County Commissioners is making in¬ 
tensive plans for a lot of “ribbon cut¬ 
ting, speechmaking and eating on the 
ground/' all of which will herald the 
official opening to the public of the 
million-dollar Belleair Beach Cause¬ 
way, only recently completed. 

The Governor and his lady, Alfred 
McKethan, State Road Department 
Chairman, and Mrs. McKethan, to¬ 
gether with other members of the 
Road Department and members of 
the Cabinet and other prominent 
state officials and their wives have 
been invited. In addition to this, 
Pinellas County plans to make it a 
five-county celebration embracing the 
counties of Pasco, Hillsborough, Polk, 
Manatee and Sarasota. 

The opening of the Belleair Beach 
Causeway will afford another con¬ 
necting link to the vast stretch of in¬ 
sular possessions of Pinellas County 
from its mainland. The Pinellas 
Board of County Commissioners has 
been cognizant of the urgent need 
existing for many years of connecting 
its mainland to the islands and in 
planning the growth and develop¬ 
ment of the beach and island area 
of this sub-peninsular county. This 
need has received its fullest consid¬ 
eration. 

It was during the middle twenties 
that the then County Fathers began 
the bridge-building program and soon 
the Corey Causeway extending from 
Gulfport to the Pass-a-Grille section 
of Long Key was completed. This 
replaced the old William D. McAdoo 
wooden bridge which had served as 
a transportation facility since 1916. 
There soon followed the early com¬ 
pletion of the Welsh Causeway— 
again connecting the Pinellas penin¬ 
sular with Treasure Island in the 
vicinity of the present Bay Pines Vet¬ 
erans' Hospital. The Clearwater 
Causeway, originally sponsored by 
the City of Clearwater but due to a 


lack of finances was converted into 
a county proposition and was com¬ 
pleted on that basis and then turned 
back to the City of Clearwater which 
has maintained it and beautified it, 
was another bridge facility completed 
during the ante-depression days. 

In 1948 the County Fathers of Pin¬ 
ellas were convinced of the necessity 
of again bridging the waters sepa¬ 
rating the development at and north 
of Indian Rocks with the mainland 
at a point approximately due west of 
the Town of Largo and began a plan 


toward constructing the proper bridge 
and causeway facility. Being mind¬ 
ful of the fact that the other bridges 
and causeways above mentioned were 
built at a cost to the taxpayers, all of 
which during the lean years of the 
depression became most burdensome, 
the Board of County Commissioners 
decided some time ago that all future 
bridge connections from the mainland 
to its islands would be financed 
wherever possible through the issu¬ 
ance of revenue bonds. In this in¬ 
stance, the county employed the pro- 
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fessional services of a fiscal agent, 
Shields and Company of New York 
City, a firm of long standing and 
which enjoyed an enviable reputation 
in financing various public works 
projects in Florida. Throughout all 
fiscal negotiations, Shields and Com¬ 
pany was represented by Marshall 
Dancy, an investment banker of con¬ 
siderable experience in Florida se¬ 
curities. 

In preliminary matters the State 
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Miss Claire Kilgore, a native of Pinellas 
County, has been Deputy Clerk to the Board 
of County Commissioners almost since child¬ 
hood. Commenting on the work connected 
with the new bridge. Miss Kilgore said: 
“You have no idea how much hookkeeping 
and clerical work there is to be done in 
building a bridge and causeway the size 
of this one!’ 


Road Department assisted Pinellas 
immeasurably and on a number of 
things. It made available the result 
of its traffic studies made in Pinellas 
County for the traffic experts, Messrs. 
Parsons, Brinckerhoff, Hall and Mac¬ 
Donald, whose report of traffic con¬ 
ditions indicated that the Pinellas area 
would support, service and ultimately 
liquidate a bridge facility costing a 
million, two hundred and fifty thou¬ 
sand dollars. The traffic survey in¬ 
dicated that the county could con¬ 
struct a much better facility than 
originally anticipated. 



Morrison Pearce, acting clerk during the ill¬ 
ness of William Crawford, used his capa¬ 
bilities and energy to turn in an excellent 
job pinch-hitting for Crawford. 


Being encouraged by the traffic re¬ 
ports, the county, together with the 
State Road Department, began the 
drafting of plans and specifications 
which were soon completed under the 
auspices and guidance of the State 
Road Department. In the meantime, 
$1,250,000 worth of revenue bonds 
with the average interest rate of a 
fraction under four percent were 
promptly validated by the county at¬ 
torney. These bonds were offered 
for sale at public sale. Shields and 
Company and R. W. Spragins & Co. 



John C. Blocker, county attorney, is a native 
of Pinellas County and has served as county 
attorney since 1926. He also is county his¬ 
torian, and past State President of the 
County Attorney’s Association. 



The Pinellas Board of County Commissioners. Left to right: A. G. McEachern, John Chesnut, 
E. H. LaVoie, Andrew E. Potter, and Chairman Wm. H. Belcher. 
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Marshall L. Dancy, investment banker repre¬ 
senting Shields and Company of New York, 
was largely responsible for the financing of 
the Belleair Beach Causeway. Dancy was 
formerly a resident of Florida and has been 
connected with investment banking for ap¬ 
proximately two decades. 

of Memphis, Tenn., were the success¬ 
ful bidders, bidding the sum of 
$1,187,500 representing a bid of 95 
percent of par value, plus accrued 
interest. 

The completed bridge and cause¬ 
way is approximately six thousand 
feet in length. It consists of a hy¬ 
draulic fill embankment and relief 



W. A. McMullen, Jr., county engineer, de¬ 
voted considerable time and effort during 
the past two years in formulating plans and 
specifications leading up to the letting of 
the contract. He was assisted by Norman 
Hopkins who was loaned by the State Road 
Department to Pinellas County as a Bridge 
Engineer. 


bridges with twenty-four feet of road¬ 
way and vertical-lift span electrically 
operated. It spans small-boat chan¬ 
nel into the entrance to Clearwater 
harbor. The draw-bridge is of the 
double-lift bascule type with a com¬ 
pleted horizontal opening of eighty 
feet. 

W. H. Armston Company, Inc., a 
construction corporation of Dunedin, 
Florida, was the successful bidder ob¬ 
taining the contract for $1,011,038.60. 
W. J. Howard, Inc., of Chicago, Illi¬ 
nois, was associated with the W. H. 
Armston Company, Inc., for the con¬ 
struction of the bascule bridge. 

Due to fine weather the contract 
was completed some 270 days ahead 
of schedule. 

The official toll is twenty-five cents 
per passenger car and slightly more 
for trucks of various grades; pedes¬ 
trians and operators of bicycles and 
motorcycles will pay ten cents. 


The total population of Florida was 
2,430,000 on July 1, 1948. Reference is 
always to permanent residents. 

Florida observes Eastern Standard 
Time east of the Apalachicola River, 
which is in Northwest Florida, but 
changes to Central Time west of it on 
the northern boundary and at Panama 
City on the Gulf Coast. 


A young wife made a specialty of 
serving up meals with as many left¬ 
overs as possible. One night the menu 
consisted entirely of leftovers which 
she had daintily prepared with many 
clever attempts at camouflage. The 
moment her husband sat down he be¬ 
gan to fill his plate. 

“Honey,” she said, “aren’t you going 
to ask a blessing first?” 

“My dear wife,” he replied, “if you 
will point out a single article here 
which hasn’t been blessed before, I’ll 
see what a little praying can do for 
it.” 


W. H. ARMSTON 



On Monday, June 13, 1949, a little 
more than a year before the formal 
opening of the Belleair Beach Cause¬ 
way, William Harry Armston, orga¬ 
nizer of the W. H. Armston Co. Inc., 
passed away. 

Mr. Armston was one of Florida’s 
leading businessmen and civic leaders 
and his death was a great loss to the 
State of Florida. 

In 1911 Mr. Armston came to Mul¬ 
berry, Florida, from his home in 
Liecestershire, England. He then 
moved to Pennsylvania for a year, but 
returned to Florida in 1915 and made 
his home in Dunedin. In that same 
year he organized the W. H. Armston 
Co., Inc. 

During the war years Mr. Armston 
played a vital part in the defense of 
our country. He rushed the comple¬ 
tion of a number of airports, high¬ 
ways, and other projects that were of 
importance to the national defense 
of the United States. 

At the time of his death the Belle¬ 
air Beach Causeway was under con¬ 
struction. On the day of formal dedi¬ 
cation ceremonies, many thoughts 
will be filled with deep regret that 
Mr. Armston could not be present to 
see one of his greatest projects com¬ 
pleted. 


AQUATITE TILE CO. 

C. I. NEEDHAM, Pres. 

CONCRETE PRODUCTS AND MASON'S SUPPLIES 
Telephone 2173 Bradenton, Florida 
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Keeping Up With The Times, Park-Wise 



Ferdinand the Bull is King of Limestone Fantasies at Florida Caverns 
State Park, Marianna. A block of limestone has fallen from the roof 
of the cave, and small stalagmites have developed on the outer edge. 


By JOHN D. PENNEKAMP 
Chairman, Florida Board of Parks and 
Historic Memorials 

(Editors Note: This article has been taken from a discussion by 
Mr. Pennekamp, delivered at the Park and Recreation Training 
Institute program, Highlands Hammock State Park, Sebring, Florida. 
May 9, 1950) 

Recently I overheard a rather spirited discussion be¬ 
tween a father and his son. 

Pop was attempting to give advice and Son was obvi¬ 
ously unwilling to accept it. 

Pretty soon Son said: 

‘Top, the trouble with you is that you’re tainted with 
too much experience.” 

Now I don’t suppose a man can become tainted adverse¬ 
ly with experience. My idea is that while you get it con¬ 
stantly, you never get enough of it. 

But, I think also that we most certainly can become 
tainted with habit and custom—hidebound in them—and 
that, I am afraid, may be an evil that has injected itself 
in our park systems. 

We become blind to the need for change and develop 
an unreasoning resistance to it. The degree of the taint 
is varied, and for good reasons. So, as I go along I shall 
have to ask you to regard what I say as the black, or as 
the white, area of any given situation. I acknowledge 
that few things ever are just plain black or pure white. 

Generally there is an area of gray in between, and it is 
in this area that the bulk of human experience and con¬ 
duct fits. So, feel at liberty to modify my comments in 
harmony with your more realistic knowledge. 

Also, as I go along, I will have to ask you to keep in 
mind that my experiences are largely in the field of state 
parks, which is only one of three distinct park divisions, 
each of which has its own subdivisions, 


The three general divisions, as I see them, are (1) the 
local parks; that is, those which are operated by the 
municipal community or the county; (2) the state parks 
and (3) the national parks. 

We will, as we proceed, have something to say, too, 
about the commercial, or privately operated parks, but I 
think that our interest is more or less contained within 
the three broad public operations. 

The first division is fairly described as use area parks 
because they are near centers of population. 

The third may be classed as conservation areas, be¬ 
cause, generally, they cover very large sections, and, for 
the most part, are given over to the preservation of un¬ 
usual and distinctive geological formations, historic areas, 
exceptional horticulture and the native wildlife. 

In the second, or state park division, we have represen¬ 
tatives of both types, which again helps to justify an em¬ 
phasis on state parks which this discussion may develop. 

Had you taken an imaginary balancing scale back in 
1850 and placed on one of its trays the number of the 
average man’s working hours, and in the other his leisure 
time, the working side would have moved way down. 

For, in those days the average man worked 68 hours a 
week. He had only 16 hours of leisure. 

Fifty years later, that is in 1900, the working hours still 
would have overbalanced his leisure—but not so drastically 
—the ratio being approximately 51 hours of work to 34 of 
free time. 

Since then the balance has shifted. He now has an 
average of 44 hours for leisure during a week and he 
works an average of 40 hours. 

All of these figures are based on the long accepted 
premise that man normally uses up one-half of his 24 hour 
day eating, sleeping, in personal hygiene, dressing and 
related minor items. The other twelve are distributed 
between making a living and in leisure. 



Tampa. Fishing, boating, swimming, picnicking, nature trails, re¬ 
freshments, guided tours. One of Florida's most popular parks. 
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Catwalk at Highlands Hammock State Park, Sebring, one of the few 
places where visitors can walk, in convenience, safety, and comfort 
through an untamed jungleland, and enjoy its rare beauty. 

So great has been this shift to leisure that the average 
man is hard put to find recreational facilities to use up 
his expendable spare time. 

Nor is the problem as limited as those figures would 
indicate. For with the increase of leisure there have 
come other factors which have greatly multiplied his 
recreation appetite and our obligation to help satisfy it. 

While the number of leisure hours available to the 
average man has increased from 34 in 1900 to 44 today, 
actually the concentration of recreation time thus brought 
about has greatly expanded his requirements. 

There are a number of reasons for this, among them: 

1. The five day work week which has given to nearly 
every family two, joined, free days each week. 

2. Paid vacations, practically non-existent 50 years ago 
are nearly general now. 

3. Earlier retirements. 

4. Increase of the life span. 

5. Automobiles and even airplanes which have re- 


Historic arches and columns of the once fabulous Bulow Ville, in 
Tomoka State Park, near Ormond. 


duced the time factor of transportation, thus expanding 
it at the point of recreation. 

6. The eternal desire of the city dweller to get out into 
the country, to get out of doors. This has been heightened 
by the fact that higher building costs have cut down the 
size of the family living quarters and reduced the possi¬ 
bility of entertainment at home. 

Add to these the fact that recreation, once thought of 
primarily in terms of children, now covers the entire life 
span. 

Children are early indoctrinated in the values and ap¬ 
peals of recreation which can, in truth, be called the fourth 
“R” of the educational system. 

Boys clubs, 4-H clubs and Scout groups, as well as the 
programs in the schools, have helped to make them recrea¬ 
tion-conscious. 

Other groups, such as churches, fraternal, civic and 
social units and industrial agencies have carried this urge 


Hugh Taylor Birch State Park, at Fort Lauderdale, provides some 
of the finest beach and year round swimming facilities in southeast 
Florida. Enclosed type Cabanas (shown above) are located on the 
ocean front. These Cabanas may be rented by the day, week, 
month or season, with both winter and summer rates. 

forward as the youngsters left their age cycle to enter 
adult life. 

And, writing under the title, “Old Age is Fun,” Anton J. 
Carlson, Professor Emeritus of Psysiology at the University 
of Chicago and an authority on health problems of the 
aged, advised persons in middle life to “restrain yourself 
for forms of relaxation, entertainment, and mental and 
physical exercise that you will be able to follow later on.” 

So, recreation now is attuned to the complete life span. 

Recreation, according to Dr. William C. Menninger, the 
famous psychiatrist of Topeka, Kansas, meets three uni¬ 
versal needs: 

It provides an outlet for the instinctive aggressive drive, 
as in strenuous sports such as football, or in intellectual 
competitions like chess. 

It satisfies the urge to create as in crafts and hobbies, 
like the making of a rug, the writing of a poem or the 
baking of a cake. 
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It relaxes from the drive of modern life, thus making a 
contribution to mental health. 

To these, and with particular reference to the contribu¬ 
tions of parks. Dr. Ernest S. Griffith of the Library of 
Congress adds: 

“Recreation in such variations as hiking and swimming 
improves physical fitness; in providing closer communion 
with nature it affords a spiritual uplift; it enhances esthetic 
appreciation in natural surroundings of beauty and sound; 
it heightens love of country and welds a stronger patrio¬ 
tism; it advances scientific interest in nature.” 

All of this expansion has meant big business, enormous 
business, park-wise and recreation-wise. 

At the risk of boring you I am going to recite a few 
more figures, because they reflect directly upon the size 
of this development which looks to us for service. 

In the United States we now are spending at the rate of 
$10 billion a year for recreation, exclusive of travel. 

The American Automobile Association has estimated 
that in 1948 about 60 million persons traveling in 29 mil¬ 
lion cars spent around $6 billion at gasoline stations, 
restaurants, motor courts, hotels, resorts and camps. 

The tourist dollar was worth more than $500 million to 
the economy of six states, including Florida, where it had 
a value of $790 million, more than double the return from 
any other source. 

Now, then, how have we as park people met this enorm¬ 
ous challenge? 

The answering picture is spotty. I think that we can be 
indicted for a pretty serious, although not universal, 
“taint” of stand-pattism. 

I haven t, in my park experience—local, state or national 
—found a park man who couldn’t use more money. 

And yet, I think that we must look into a mirror when 
we seek the fall guy—the fellow who is to blame for our 
fairly universal poverty. 

The Bulletin, calling attention to these sessions, is 
poignant on the subject when it says: “Few persons now 
en § a § e< ^ lh e actual development, care, and use of parks 
and similar public recreation areas have been able to 



Natures Tonic—Lake Johnson, Gold Head Branch State Park , near 
Keystone Heights. 



Beauty Spot—Myakka River State Park , near Sarasota 


secure specific training for this work prior to their em¬ 
ployment. Consequently, administrations have had vary¬ 
ing success through selecting persons with natural abilities 
or aptitudes who were then trained for particular posi¬ 
tions. 

“The idea that such training can and should be provided 
in advance of employment is relatively new.” 

Those of us who are in this business, who are park 
people, must confess a grievous shortcoming when we 
have so woefully failed to match the demands of our 
enormously expanding opportunities. 

There is no other agency, depending upon the public 
and the official will which it influences, that has the 
public so completely within its ken and is so negligent in 
using that happenstance. 

You know, there is a well defined belief, and much of 
our park literature supports it, that our properties are 
maintained in large measure, for a very few people. 

Read some of it and you come away with the over-all 
impression that our parks are places where poets may 
drift dreamily about and commune with an understanding 
nature. Or where authors go for inspiration in solitude 
and to escape interruptions. Or where a painter or an 
artist might set up his easel and go lustily, if abstractly, 
to work. Or yet a place where naturalists may roam and 
explore, chase things with butterfly nets, and write heavy 
treatises that only other, similarly inspired naturalists can 
comprehend or appreciate. 

Our parks are a place of signs—Verboten signs. “Don’t 
Go Beyond Here.” “Keep Off The Grass.” “Closed.” 
“Open 2 to 4 P.M. Only.” Forbidding “Contact Stations,” 
that too frequently look for all the world like bristling, 
armed guard houses, stand at their entrance. We charge 
a parking fee and offer nothing to justify the outlay. 

And so forth and so on. 

And with such signs and such thinking and conduct we 
have done an extraordinary job of hiding our light under 
a bushel, of tightening up on our own windpipe. 

For we have become incidental to, not the major interest 
of, more than 30,000,000 American citizens, for instance, 
who last year visited our national parks and monuments. 
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Camping Is Fun—Torreya State Park , near Rock Bluff, in West 
Florida. 


Ill addition to which more than 100,000,000—the exact 
figure is 100,221,885—visited our state parks in 1948, the 
total increasing last year. 

I am sorry not to have the figures for our local parks, 
but they would be even larger. Of course, many of these 
are repeaters—these figures do not represent a total num¬ 
ber of individual park enthusiasts but no matter how you 
revise and justify them, they remain an enormous park 
interest potential. 

Consider these figures and our sorry financial progress 
at all levels as compared with the progress that is made 
when infinitesimally smaller groups unite objectively in 
a common cause. 

I called these park visitors enthusiasts. Users would be 
a better word. Enthusiasts are what we want to make of 
them, and when we do that, we will have solved our main 
worry—that of getting the money with which to meet our 
problems—this great challenge that man’s increased leisure 
has thrust upon us. 

Now then, as a first step to keeping up with the times 
park-wise, I suggest that it is our responsibility to make 
each one of these millions who use our parks our own, 
particular convert at every opportunity. 

Increase the usefulness and the appeal of every prop¬ 
erty. Lower or eliminate the barriers that now are a part 
of so many of our parks. Let’s get more people further 
into them by offering in each one more to attract them. 
Let’s not assume that only we—you and I and a selected 
or chosen few aesthetics—have a sufficient appreciation of 
what our parks contain to be trusted with them. Let’s 
emphasize the confidence we have in the good sense, the 
good taste and the native decency and intelligence of our 
people. Let’s meet head on, and with verve, the challenge 
that their extra leisure time has placed upon us. We have 
an opportunity, a great big opportunity, to make better 
the living of our people who already are enjoying the best 
life on earth. Why pass up the chance by taking the dim 
yiew? Everyone is a potential park enthusiast, a ready 
convert. 

It’s ft simple thing to make conservationists of all of our 


people for instance. Take down the “Verboten” signs 
and replace them with signs giving information. The in¬ 
formed park visitor isn’t the vandal. Pride in possession, 
public possession, that is, is an antidote to destruction. 
That’s where the commercial park operator does a much 
better job than we. He isn’t afraid to let you see what he 
has to show. 

And I don’t speak of the commercial operator dispar- 
angingly . . . only enviously, because he’s going to profit 
even more than he does now when we have increased our 
opportunity to the full potential. 

Let me give you a few examples. First, on the question 
of conservation—Have you taken that rubberneck wagon 
tour through this park? Back here where you ride along 
the boundary fence you frequently encounter playful, 
practically tame, deer. 

I doubt whether any person, having had one of these 
beautiful, trusting animals presented to him in those cir¬ 
cumstances would ever again develop a desire to wantonly 
destroy them. 

Exploitation of our natural phenomena has made more 
than one millionaire. But nearly always the really suc¬ 
cessful exploitation has been by private owners. I don’t 
think that we are ready to admit that because we are in 
the public service, we are less enterprising than the next 
person. 

But, as long as we have forts, cypress swamp walks, 
caverns, disappearing rivers and miles and miles of gorge¬ 
ous beaches practically unknown, unsung and unused, I’m 
afraid we leave ourselves undefendable, also. 

At the same time we sacrifice the income that could be 
ours to enlarge our work and our service. 

Recently I was over at New Smyrna where the state is 
in possession of some ruins. A marker on them says they 
once were a mission. The community has great pride in 
them and a tradition has grown up around them. A 
scientist was at pains to tell me that he was just before 
getting that sign removed. The ruins were an old sugar 
mill, he had concluded, and rightly, I have no doubt. He 
was at that time engaged in the proper business of con¬ 
vincing the misinformed in New Smyrna of the logic and 
soundness of his decision. 

A few minutes later I was at a nearby commercial park 
featuring essentially similar ruins. Here, however, the 
story of both the mission tradition as well as the sugar 
mill background was blended. 

Now I ask you, which do you think has and will con¬ 
tinue to have public interest and attention: the coldly, 
scientifically evaluated place, or the one which offered 
both legend and fact? 

Is there any harm in letting the old sign stand with an 
explanation of how it came to be there? Isn’t that error 
itself a part of the history of those ruins? Do you think 
that one angel in the heavens will lose a feather from her 
wings unless we are brutal in our treatment of the situa¬ 
tion in harmony with scientific concept? 

What’s the matter with legends anyway? They’re a part 
of our life and our lore. I pity the person who has grown 
to adulthood without the benfit of childhood mental 
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stimulation that came from Grimm, Andersen and the 
other creators of fantasy. 

Let’s by all means preserve the scientific base of these 
things pure and undefiled for the scientist and his work 
and his needs. But let’s not rob our people of the pleasures 
of romance and dreams. 

Recently I’ve had a little to do with the efforts to have 
what are believed to be the remains of Chief Osceola re¬ 
turned from Fort Moultrie, South Carolina, to Florida. I 
have been amazed at the amount of public interest the 
effort has created and at the number of reasonably docu¬ 
mented but diametrically opposed stories that have been 
sent me about Osceola. They deal, among other things, 
with the causes of his conduct with particular emphasis 
on why he became angered with the white man and swore 
the vengeance out of which grew his leadership in the 
bloodiest Indian wars of United States history. Also there 
is a wide margin of dispute covering his capture under a 
flag of truce. 

I want to know the truth as to both situations, but don’t 
ever attempt to tell me that I should deprive my thinking 
of the legends, too. Some of these accounts have come 
from members of old Florida families. They have been 
handed down, as was much of the material of the Old 
Testament before it finally was reduced to writing. Aren’t 
all of these accounts a part of the whole, each bearing 
relative value? 

I’ve had scientists tell me that we shouldn’t call atten¬ 
tion to some of the suggestions that are made by the 
unusual formations in our caverns at Marianna. 

“Visualizing that one room as a congregation in prayer,” 
they assert, “detracts from the scientific answer to the 
unusual formations.” 

“And,” they continue, “playing colored lights in that 
other chamber to give it the appearance of a whole village 
on a halloween holiday is a scientific sacrilege.” 

Now, then, I submit that to be pretty far-fetched. Make 
the facts, the hard, solid, indisputable facts available, but 
don’t insist that folks must divest themselves of their illu¬ 
sions. 

I suggest, in fact, that our scientists make real attempts 
to present their subject matter in understandable English, 
that they not discard the color and the romance which is 
the warp of their studies to remain relentlessly, and ex- 
haustingly, with the faceless woof—especially in their 
dealings with the public. It can be done as is attested by 
Dr. Hale G. Smith’s recent piece, “The First Floridians.” 

I earnestly recommend it to all of you. 

We should organize clubs and societies within our 
parks—the kind of groups that will keep our feet to the 
fire while helping us to expand, enlarge and make more 
useful our work. 

Let’s become assets beyond the limits of our park 
properties. 

Has some one among you evolved a satisfactory cure for 
some blight that is developing in your general area? Take 
it before your garden and civic clubs. Let’s increase our 
area of usefulness. 

Have you made some interesting discovery or observa¬ 


tion? Let your newspapers, and their readers, your fellow 
citizens know about and share its thrill with you. 

Who can make the best talk in your park organization? 
Get together a colorful speech for him or her and be sure 
he or she is available when invited to deliver it. 

Above all, let’s get our city and county commissioners 
and our legislators out to see what we have and are doing. 

Let’s get them on fire as we are. 

All of these things are necessary to you and me in 
KEEPING UP WITH THE TIMES, PARK-WISE. 

Less than a year ago I did not know that Florida had a 
State Park System. And, so far as that goes, I had very 
little knowledge of any state parks anywhere. 

I was aware of our National Park System and that cities 
and counties attempt to provide park areas for their citi¬ 
zens. I had ridden past many and into a few of these. 

And there my knowledge ended. I’d probably hesitate 
to make that admission here, but I soon found that I fairly 
represented general knowledge on the subject. 

I found, for instance, that Florida’s park program, 
rescued from a forgotten limbo, was being revived by a 
new law that set up the Florida Board of Parks and 
Historic Memorials. 

That law had the sponsorship of five men, three mem¬ 
bers of our State Senate and two members of the House 
of Representatives. Yet, after its adoption some of the 
members of that very limited group were not thoroughly 
conversant with the provisions of the law they had spon¬ 
sored. 

When the Governor named his Park Board of five mem¬ 
bers, as provided by the same law, a majority of us knew 
nothing of the State’s Park System although it embraces 
some 70,000 acres at 32 places in all sections of the state 
and has a real estate sales value in excess of $50,000,000. 
Like other residents of Florida, no one of us lived more 
than two hours away from one of these properties. 

We were so surprised at discovering that these fine and 
appealing places, ranging all the way up to 25,000 acres 
in size, which came under our administration actually 
existed, that it took us some time to realize our responsi¬ 
bilities and opportunities. 

Subsequently I spoke before the members of the Gover¬ 
nor’s Cabinet and had some of them tell me that they were 
unaware that the State owned this System. 

In the same way I have had members of the Legislature 
which passed the bill setting up our Park Board tell me, 
after I had told them of these properties, that they had no 
detailed knowledge of what was embraced in the law for 
which they voted. 

I make this rather lengthy disclosure to emphasize that 
the whole State was essentially in the same boat. And 
what is true of Florida, I think, is generally true through¬ 
out the United States with a few notable exceptions. 

Most crashes occur while vehicles are going in the 
same direction . . . following too closely, pulling away 
from the curb, cutting in too sharply, and passing on right 
instead of left. 
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Gilman To Head 
Florida Power 



The Board of Directors of Florida Power Corporation, 
St. Petersburg, unanimously elected William C. Gilman 
as president and director of the utility, effective June 1, 
1950. 

Gilman succeeds A. W. Higgins, who has been president 
of FPC since 1937. Higgins, who will celebrate his 70th 
birthday on May 31, asked the Board of Directors to be 
relieved of his responsibilities on that date. 

“I have stayed long past my retirement period in order 
to carry forward the tremendous post-war expansion pro¬ 
gram the company has been faced with, and while I have 
enjoyed my association with the company and my work 
in this community, I now feel it is time for me to step aside 
to indulge in my avocations and have a long rest,” de¬ 
clared Higgins. 

Gilman, who is 53 years of age, comes into the presi¬ 



dency of the local utility with a long background in the 
public utility and investment field. He graduated with a 
Bachelor of Science degree from Massachusetts Institute 


GRINER WATERS, Dealer 


FORD SALES & SERVICE LAKELAND, FLORIDA 


of Technology in 1922 and the following year received 
a Masters Degree from the same University. Before 
World War I, in which he served 5 years, he also attended 
McGill University in Montreal, Canada. 

After graduation from MIT, Gilman was associated with 
the General Electric Company, Central Hudson Gas and 
Electric Company and the Carolina Power and Light 
Company. In 1928 he was head of the utility investment 
department of the Equitable Life Assurance Society, New 
York, where he gained intimate knowledge of many of 
the large utilities in the country. 

In 1935 he became director of the public utility division 
of the Securities and Exchange Commission in direct 
charge of carrying out the work involved under the Hold¬ 
ing Company Act created by Congress. 

Mr. Gilman established W. C. Gilman and Company 
in 1937, a consulting engineering firm with offices at 55 
Liberty Street, N. Y. C. His organization has been re¬ 
tained by large utilities, insurance companies and invest¬ 
ment bankers. During the past 10 years he has worked in 
the Florida Power Corporation properties and thus has 
become well acquainted with the company and the terri¬ 
tory it serves. 

“Of course I am delighted to become officially asso¬ 
ciated with such a fine utility as the Florida Power Cor¬ 
poration and working with the men and women of the 
company, I feel sure that Florida Power will continue to 
grow and expand its services to this rapidly growing 
state,” said Gilman. 


Carl M. Adams Eugene T. Murphy Matt Tamplin 
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CITRUS COUNTY 


• • • 


... Sportsman’s Paradise 


Citrus County is located on the 
West Coast of the Peninsular of Flor¬ 
ida, bounded on the east and north 
by the Withlacoochee River and on 
the west by the Gulf of Mexico, and 
in addition to these boundary waters 
there are numerous fresh water lakes 
throughout the county. The most 
noted of these is Tsala Apopka chain, 
which embraces many lakes extending 
from below Floral City to some dis¬ 
tance above the town of Hernando, a 
distance of eighteen to twenty miles 
in length. On the west, and flowing 
into the Gulf of Mexico, are three 
fresh water rivers: Crystal River, 
Homosassa River and Chassahowitzka 
River. 

In all of the waters are found many 
species of game fish, including the 
famous Florida Black Bass. It is a 
well known fact that fishing waters 
and facilities in Citrus County are all 
that can be desired and are second to 
none in the State. 

Fish and tourists camps are to be 
found on most of these waters. These 
camps are modern structures, 
equipped with all the conveniences 
of the home, and are operated by per¬ 
sons who understand what the sports¬ 
man likes, and they are always willing 
and eager to make your visit to them 
a pleasant and comfortable experi¬ 
ence. They cater to your wishes and 
pleasures in a fashion that creates a 
desire to come again and again, to 
enjoy the man built comforts among 



Citrus County claims some of the best fish¬ 
ing in Florida. This 10% pound bass was 
caught by a guest of James E. Rooks , chair¬ 
man of the Board of County Commissioners , 
in the old phosphate pit located in Chairman 
Rooks' pasture. 


natures most marvelous creations for 
the nimrods. 

Wild game abounds in many sec¬ 
tions of the County of Citrus, there¬ 
fore, if fishing is not your hobby and 
you prefer hunting, don’t pass up this 
section. Deer, wild turkey, quail, and 
water fowl are plentiful in many areas 
of the county. 

The hunting grounds are easily ac¬ 
cessible from any town or tourist 
camp within the county and to enjoy 
the advantages of the open woods, it 
is not necessary to sacrifice comforts 
and conveniences, to which you are 
accustomed. 

Commercial fishing from the waters 
of the Gulf of Mexico is among the 
leading industries of Citrus County. 
A large number of people are engaged 
in this business, which brings much 
money into the county. 

Citrus County is not alone a play¬ 
ground. It is among the leading 
counties of the State in the production 
of beef cattle. This industry is in its 
infancy and is fast becoming a real 
factor in the progress of the county. 

General farming has always been 
among the leading businesses of this 
section. There is an abundance of 
land in this county that could be 
adapted to the growing of all kinds of 
fresh vegetables. Water for irrigation 
is easily accessible from the numerous 
lakes and rivers, this affording an 
economy not available where wells 
are a necessity. 

There are thousands and thousands 
of acres of the hill lands in Citrus 
County that, tests have proven, are 
adaptable for growing watermelons. 
This fact is being recognized and the 
production of this item is on the up 
grade. Many hundreds of acres are 
planted this year in melons, and every 
indication points to increases from 
year to year. 

The schools are efficiently operated 
by a group of officials that are doing 


a creditable job. Elementary and high 
school facilities in this county com¬ 
pare very favorably with counties of 
a much larger population. 

Churches are located in all sections 
of the county and a large percentage 
of the people demonstrate a real in¬ 
terest in the civic and religious wel¬ 
fare of their community. 

All of these advantages are attract¬ 
ing an increased number of winter 
visitors to Citrus County. Many 
strangers are finding Citrus County a 
good place in which to live and are 
establishing their homes here. 

There is at present a very progres¬ 
sive road building program in exist¬ 
ence and it is hoped that within a 
very few years good roads will be 
completed to all sections of the 
county. 

To quickly summarize, Citrus 
County is a place of better than the 
average opportunity, equipped with 
all material advantages such as rail¬ 
roads, truck and bus lines, excellent 
schools and churches and above all a 
civic minded, peaceful and industri¬ 
ous citizenry. 


Mr. Robert E. Page, Jr., has an¬ 
nounced that he is now manager of 
the New Florida Hotel in Lakeland. 
Mr. Page was manager of the El 
Comodoro Hotel in Miami for a num¬ 
ber of years. 



This string of 14 bass was taken from Chas¬ 
sahowitzka by a party of two in the space of 
two hours time. 
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Governor Warren Pushes 
Road Safety Program 

Governor Fuller Warren started 
Florida on its most ambitious highway 
safety effort in history. In an execu¬ 
tive proclamation that started the new 
program, Governor Warren said: ‘‘the 
number of accidents involving death 
and serious injury on the highways of 
the State of Florida has become a 
menace to the welfare of the citizens 
and the many visitors in the State of 
Florida.” 

Warren appointed the Florida High¬ 
way Safety Coordinating Committee, 
with Comptroller Clarence M. Gay 
as chairman, and directed it to “for¬ 
mulate by organized public support, 
for the promotion of safety in the 
State of Florida.” 

The coordinating committee is com¬ 
posed of the following State officials 
with highway safety responsibilities: 

Robert A. Gray, Secretary of State; 
Richard Ervin, attorney general; J. 
Edwin Larson, State treasurer; Thom¬ 
as D. Bailey, superintendent of public 
instruction; Nathan Mayo, commis¬ 
sioner of agriculture; Col. H. N. Kirk- 
man, director of the Department of 
Public Safety; Alfred A. McKethan, 
chairman of the State Road Depart¬ 
ment; Raymond E. Barnes, chairman 
of the Florida Industrial Commission; 
Arch Livingston, motor vehicle com¬ 
missioner; Dr. Wilson T. Sowder, di¬ 
rector of the State Board of Health, 
and Mr. Gay. 


Warren's proclamation outlined the 
following steps to be taken in bringing 
about safer traffic conditions in Flor¬ 
ida. 

1. The coordinating committee will 
formulate a plan for reducing acci¬ 
dents, based on the best known au¬ 
thority and methods. 

2. This plan will be submitted to 
the people of Florida in a series of 
meetings culminating in a State-wide 
highway safety conference. At the 
conference, the people will consider 
the plan, revise it as they see fit, and 
adopt it officially. 

3. The conference will formally 
organize a “Citizens’ Public Support 
Group,” composed of representation 
from all civic interests in the State, 
dedicated to furthering the purposes 
of the conference and supporting the 
efforts of official departments toward 
that end. 

4. Annual State-wide highway 
safety conferences will be held “so 
long as they are useful in reducing 
our terrible accident toll.” 

At last Tuesday’s Cabinet meeting, 
Warren termed the present traffic 
situation an emergency, and the Cab¬ 
inet voted to spend $20,000 to set up 
and operate the safety organization. 

Commenting on the Cabinet’s ac¬ 
tion and his proclamation. Governor 
Warren said: 

“It is my hope that the forthcom¬ 
ing State-wide highway safety con¬ 
ference will result in the creation of 
a representative organization of citi¬ 


zens who want to see this effort go 
ahead. I pledge wholehearted coop¬ 
eration with such a representative 
group when organized.” 

Warren said the date of the forth¬ 
coming conference will be announced 
shortly, and that invitations to par¬ 
ticipate will be extended to “all per¬ 
sons and all civic organizations of 
the State having an interest in, or an 
ability to contribute to, the solution 
ol our highway accident problems. 

“Neither the officials nor the people 
can do this job working separately,” 
the Governor added, “but when we 
work together, nothing can stand in 
the way of our success.” 

Board Meeting 
Highlights 

Pensacola was host recently to the 
State Road Board and other members 
of the Road Department when the 
monthly board meeting was held in 
that coastal city May 8 and 9. The 
decision of the Board for the Depart¬ 
ment to enter into a lease-purchase 
agreement concerning the proposed 
New Smyrna Beach bridge high¬ 
lighted the session. Howard Williams 
and C. C. Clayton, representing the 
Alabama State Highway Department, 
appeared before the Board to discuss 
preliminary arrangements concerning 
the construction of a bridge linking 
Florida and Alabama at some point 
on the Gulf Coast. Sam Turnbull, 
State Highway Engineer, reporting on 
the status of the 1950 construction 
budget as of May 1, informed the 
Board that, with one-third of the year 
having passed, over one-half, or 51 
percent, of the 596 projects scheduled 
have been placed underway or ad¬ 
vertised, and 47 percent of the funds 
have been committed. Routine busi¬ 
ness matters concerning rights-of-way, 
traffic regulations, and other affairs 
were also acted upon by the Board. 

The New Smyrna Beach bridge, it 
is planned, will be financed through 
a bond issue by the Turnbull Road 
and Bridge District, authorized by a 
vote of the people of the area. Pro¬ 
ceeds of the bond issue will be turned 
over to the State Road Department 
for construction of the bridge and the 



This is the last existing hand-operated ferry in the State of Florida, soon to be replaced 
by a State Road Department bridge. It is located at Millers Ferry, Washington County, 
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Road Department will pay as rentals 
annually an amount sufficient to meet 
the principal and interest of the bond 
issue, which will be backed by the 
taxable property of the local citizens. 

Members of the Volusia County 
delegation expressed their gratitude 
for the cooperation given them by 
the Road Department. Chairman 
McKethan emphasized the fact that 
this was the first instance of which 
he was aware that a local group ap¬ 
peared willing to bond themselves in 
order to obtain desired road facilities. 

Arrangements were made for a 
meeting of engineering officials of the 
Florida and Alabama Road Depart¬ 
ments to be held at some future date 
for the purpose of discussing the pro¬ 
posed Florida-Alabama bridge on the 
Gulf Coast. Interest in the project 
has been evident for some time and 
an allocation of $4,000 has been made 
by the Florida Road Department for 
a survey to select the most desirable 
route. 

The second quarterly Road Board 
meeting of 1950 was held in Talla¬ 
hassee May 4. Plans for financing the 
proposed $13,000,000 tunnel and 
bridge construction in the Fort Lau¬ 
derdale area were agreed upon by 
officials present at the meeting. The 
Board approved twenty-two awarded 
contracts and other routine business 
was acted upon as recommended by 
the various department heads. 

Chairman McKethan explained to 
the Broward County delegation the 
recommendations of the engineers of 
the Road Department and of the En¬ 
gineering Consultant firms of Palmer 
& Baker and Reynolds, Smith & Hills, 
whereby the original $15,000,OCX) esti¬ 
mated cost of the project might be 
reduced to $13,000,OCX). It was rec¬ 
ommended that a semi-high-level 
bridge replace the proposed tunnel 
at 17th Street and that tunnels be 
built at Las Olas Boulevard and at 
U. S. Highway 1 as proposed. The 
engineers further recommended that 
tolls be placed on all the bridges in 
the project since estimated available 
revenue would finance construction 
of only four of the six bridges desired. 

The delegation conferred on the 
matter and advanced the proposal, 


Industrial Accidents 
Can Be Prevented 

A substantial reduction m die yearly 
occupational accident rate in America 
could easily and inexpensively be 
achieved if basic safety techniques 
were adopted in plants, factories and 
business companies throughout the 
nation, according to John V. Grimaldi, 
industrial director of the Association 
of Casualty and Surety Companies’ 
accident prevention department. 

Mr. Grimaldi pointed out that, from 
1940 to 1950, the total of occupational 
deaths and injuries throughout Amer¬ 
ica was greater than the combined 
populations of Chicago, Philadelphia, 
Detroit, Los Angeles and New York 
City. On the basis of projected sta¬ 
tistics, he said, 165,000 Americans 
will be killed by occupational acci¬ 
dents and almost 20,000,000 more will 
be injured by 1960—an economic loss 
equal to a tax of $450 levied on every 
working person in this country. 

“Since there is no community with¬ 
out a business or industry of some 
sort,” the industrial director con¬ 
tinued, “and no industry without an 
accident record, the over-all cost of 
occupational accidents reaches stag¬ 
gering proportions. Approximately 
three percent of the value of our na¬ 
tion’s manufactured goods represents 
the cost of these accidents—and this 
figure is a very conservative one.” 

Use of relatively simple accident 
prevention methods, Mr. Grimaldi 
said, have practically eliminated 
work-injuries in plants that adopted 
them, while in some industries, the 
accident rate has been reduced to 


which was agreed upon, that the 
bonds carry a pledge of tolls for the 
Las Olas Boulevard tunnel, the 17th 
Street bridge, and the six bridges out¬ 
side of Fort Lauderdale. However, 
if, as it appeared to the delegation, 
the revenue from the 80 percent sur¬ 
plus gas tax, the 80 percent seventh 
cent gas tax, or any other funds avail¬ 
able for application on current debt 
service should be sufficient to meet 
such debt service, no tolls would be 
collected except on the Las Olas 
Boulevard tunnel and the 17th Street 
bridge. 


such a point that only one out of five 
workers suffers a work injury in a 
working lifetime, and he added: 

“Aside from the purely humani¬ 
tarian angle, it is a proven fact that 
many concerns are able to out-do 
competitors principally because of 
their reduced operating costs due to 
sound accident prevention policies. 
For example, a company employing 
819 people saved $221,360 within one 
year after safety improvements were 
installed. Another plant was losing 
$15,000 annually on one operation 
until a safety engineer turned the loss 
into a $235,000 profit. Another firm 
changed its annual loss of $20,000 in 
one department to a profit of $134,000 
by reducing its yearly accident toll. 
Many other dramatic case-histories 
fiom our files could be cited to show 
that tremendous savings often result 
when the hazards which cause occu¬ 
pational accidents are removed, for 
the same factors which cause acci¬ 
dents cause production delays, work 
stoppages and economic loss.” 

If such results can be achieved by 
the few, the industrial director said, 
it is proof that the same can be done 
by the many if they put the basic 
fundamentals of safety and accident 
prevention into practical application. 
He pointed out that where definite 
safety programs exist, the accident 
frequency is “greatly reduced.” 

Mr. Grimaldi cited one plant which 
operated almost 13 years without a 
disabling occupational injury—a total 
of 3,579,883 injury-free man-hours. 
Another plant has a continuous record 
of 4,751,453 perfectly safe man-hours 
in seven years. There are many simi¬ 
lar cases, he declared, proving that 
active safety programs accomplish 
notable results. 

“There is no question but that in¬ 
dustrial safety programs, once set up, 
provide increased savings with each 
successive year,” Mr. Grimaldi con¬ 
cluded. “Occupational accident pre¬ 
vention really pays dividends both in 
lives saved and dollar profits.” 


Water losses on unburned woods 
stay at a minimum while water losses 
on burned woods are 20 times as 
great. 
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Highway Financing 

(Continued) 

tion, and that success in financing the continuing highway 
program will be directly proportionate to the degree of 
unanimity and joint effort among the four units of gov¬ 
ernment concerned in jurisdiction over these highway 
systems. 

No one will question the scientific establishment of the 
long-range program of state and federal-aid construction 
of the main rural thoroughfares of the country. Nor will 
there be serious question of the estimated cost involved 
in developing this part of the national highway system. 
Unfortunately, however, no such qualified evaluation of 
the total estimated cost of the municipal and urban area 
program and of the local rural road program, has been 
established on any such firm basis. As a result, any ef¬ 
fort toward economical overall highway financing is 
attended by the present lack of complete and authentic 
municipal and local road data, and by present diversions 
and controversy over the distribution and allocation of 
funds, the dispersive effect of competitive self-interest at 
the various levels of governmental jurisdiction. 

If the foregoing statements of conditions affecting over¬ 
all highway financing are valid, it must be admitted that 
the sponsors of increased highway financing will be faced 
by a confused public whose actions will be unpredictable 
as a result of present uncertain administration, and use 
of funds already provided. It would therefore seem 
logical that before new revenues are requested, steps 
should be taken to insure that the future use of highway 
revenues will result in their application to the purpose 
for which they are voted, and in an equitable distribution 
between the various road and street elements comprising 
the national highway system. To achieve such a result, 
it appears necessary, first, that ample safeguards against 
further diversion should be provided, and second, that a 
complete and factual evaluation of the future needs of 
all segments of the American highway system, (based upon 
the ultimate ability of the various jurisdictions for its 
proper maintenance, betterment and reconstruction) 
should be made and agreed upon between the various 
levels of government. Such a study should be based 
upon service and transportation needs, and not upon the 
claims and desires of the various official jurisdictions. 
Having first determined the total financial requirements 
of the program in all its levels over a reasonable period, 
and being agreed upon an appropriate distribution be¬ 
tween the various systems, highway authorities will then 
be placed in an unassailable position in requesting funds 
for carrying out such a program. 

Such a plan can and should be carried out within each 
state, with a committee representing the public and vari¬ 


ous levels of government, in general supervisory charge 
of the investigations. 

Being, in this manner, assured of an effective highway 
financing program and of the united support of all the 
agencies involved, there can be little question that the 
highway user, convinced that his taxes will be applied 
entirely to the improvement and service of highways, 
will approve and support the entire program. 

Such a plan will take time. But, in the interests of 
long-range financing of an efficient, adequate and eco¬ 
nomical national highway program, it is better to reach 
some basic conclusions in order that the American public 
may have confidence in the future of the highway pro¬ 
gram, than to continue blindfolded in requesting funds 
for a program which, since the arrival of federal-aid 
for urban and secondary roads, has become highly 
speculative. 

It is believed that such an effort should precede those 
of increasing gas tax revenues, at this time when present 
funds are being dissipated through diversion and the con¬ 
sequences of competitive jurisdictional interests. The old 
foundations under the present highway financial structure 
are being found insufficient to support needed additions, 
and a new foundation must be provided, if the structure 
is to be enlarged to meet the needs of modern transport. 
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HIGHWAY CONFERENCE 

(Continued) 

Mr. Owen feels that “down to earth 
studies of planning and finance” are 
of vital importance in improving the 
nation’s highway systems. “Our basic 
problem is simply that insufficient 
study has been given to the economic 
aspects of highway transportation,” 
he said. Many of the conflicting 
views in the industry appear to be 
the result of a lack of facts.” 

Other causes of the problems faced 
today by the road planners and build¬ 
ers are inflation as compared with 
the 1930 decade and the increase of 
traffic which has outdistanced avail¬ 
able road construction funds. 

As an example of the road abuse 
which a traffic increase brings about 
Mr. Owen cited U. S. 1, the “so-called 
premier highway” of the nation, which 
extends from Maine to Florida. In 
New Jersey, the most congested area 


Winston Carlton, State Road Department 
assistant district engineer, and A. W. John¬ 
son, Highway Research Board, Washing¬ 
ton, D. C. 

on the route, daily traffic averages 
60,000 vehicles normally and 100,000 
vehicles on holidays. To partially 
eliminate the tremendous volume of 
traffic on U. S. 1 several states have 
constructed parallel toll roads. Be¬ 
cause these roads are succeeding in 
their competition with the “main 
street” of America, Mr. Owen feels 
that, although “the motorist rejects a 
one cent increase in the gasoline tax 
for something he is not sure of,” he 
willingly pays fifteen or twenty cents 
for a road he wants and knows that 
he will get. 

Chief among the problems con¬ 
fronting the State Road Department 
is a backlog of road needs brought 
about by a shortage of funds, by nec¬ 
essary curtailment of highway con¬ 
struction and maintenance during the 



Raymond Archibald, Bureau of Public Roads , 
Washington, D. C., and R. N. Grunow , 
supervising highway engineer, Bureau of 
Public Roads, Atlanta, Georgia. 

war years, and by a lack of vision in 
planning. Chairman McKethan said. 
Florida’s tremendous growth in re¬ 
cent years, which necessitates a cor¬ 
responding expansion of highway sys¬ 
tems, was unforeseen, he said. 

Construction and maintenance of 
Florida highways is a “spectacular 
business,” the Chairman stated. “The 
present 79 million dollar budget 
means that the State Road Depart¬ 
ment is spending over a million and 
a half dollars a week on Florida 
roads,” he said. “Every minute the 
Road Department is spending 
$528.72,” he added. Even with this 
expenditure, an amount in excess of 
$800,000,000 would be required for 
rehabilitation of Florida roads to meet 
standards recommended by the 
American Association of State High¬ 
way Officials, Mr. McKethan said. 

Chairman McKethan praised the 
P r0 § ress ^ ve an( l road-minded” legis¬ 
lature which, by its action during the 
Extraordinary Session last fall in al¬ 


locating the seventh cent gasoline tax 
to highway use, checked the trend of 
diversion of motor vehicle imposts to 
non-highway use. 

He spoke of the $421,179,302 ex¬ 
penditure of the State Road Depart¬ 
ment since its creation in 1915 as a 
productive investment “for the rami¬ 
fications of the highway program 
have exerted influence on many 
phases of Florida’s economy. Since 
the chief industries of Florida are the 
tourist crop and agricultural produc¬ 
tion, both of which are dependent on 
good roads, Florida highways are 
vital to the growth and well being of 
a majority of our citizens. Good high¬ 
ways are good business. We are 
building a greater Florida with great¬ 
er highways.” 

Chairman McKethan gave credit to 
the engineers for the great part they 
play in the execution of the budget. 
According to figures presented by Mr. 
McKethan the average number of 
years of service of the 717 engineering 
personnel of the State Road Depart¬ 
ment is 9.4 years and 16 percent of 
them have been with the department 
twenty years or more. 

In speaking of the Highway Con¬ 
ference, Chairman McKethan said, 
“We in the State Road Department 
are happy to participate in this con¬ 
ference because we benefit from your 
recommendations and suggestions for 
improving and expanding our present 
highway systems, and you in turn 
understand more clearly the problems 
of the State Road Department.” 
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U. S. A., Canada and Mexico. Easy and economical to order. 

1728 DIXIE AVE. VERO BEACH, FLA. 
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L. W. Turoff, Bureau of Public Roads, At¬ 
lanta, Georgia, and J. A. Leadabrand, Port¬ 
land Cement Association, Chicago. 

rated by his immediate superior and 
the personnel director, he pointed out. 

In 1945 the Virginia Department 
adopted a comprehensive four year 
training program for graduate civil 
engineers which includes apprentice¬ 
ship both in maintenance and con¬ 
struction and in office engineering, 
Mr. Nelson said. Upon completion 
of this training period the student is 
qualified to become an assistant resi¬ 
dent engineer. 

E. C. DeGarmo, division mainten¬ 
ance engineer of the Florida State 
Road Department, outlined the de¬ 
partment equipment used for road 
maintenance in the state. In each of 


The job of the State Road Depart¬ 
ment “is tremendous and far reaching, 
effecting every county, every district 
of each county throughout the state,” 
he said. In conclusion Chairman Mc- 
Kethan stated, “The State Road De¬ 
partment is operating with an open 
book and building the best highways 
humanly possible with the available 
funds.” 

An address on “Personnel Training 
and Policies of the Virginia Depart¬ 
ment of Highways” by Charles Nel¬ 
son, Personnel Engineer of the Vir¬ 
ginia Highway Department, was the 
main feature of the Friday morning 
session, over which R. A. Morgen, di¬ 
rector of the University Engineering 
and Industrial Experiment Station, 
presided. Mr. Nelson outlined the 
organization of the department and 
emphasized the training program for 
engineers which has been set up. The 
Virginia Highway Department, which 
employs between nine and ten thou¬ 
sand persons, recognizes the indi¬ 
vidual as the key to its development, 
he said. A merit rating system is em¬ 
ployed whereby each employee is 


the five districts of the state there are 
from three to four maintenance units, 
each supervised by the maintenance 
engineer. Each of the seventeen units 
is responsible for the maintenance of 
about six hundred miles of roads out 
of the total of 9,362 miles of road 
maintained by the state, Mr. DeGar¬ 
mo said. He gave a detailed report 
of maintenance equipment used by 
the maintenance units in the five dis¬ 
tricts, the state headquarters, and the 
electrical maintenance department. 

Reports of each of the Thursday 


afternoon technical sessions were pre¬ 
sented by those who presided over 
the meetings. Ross Windom, city 
manager of St. Petersburg, presided 
over the sessions of “Planning and 
Traffic Engineering.” A paper on 
“The Parking Problem,” by D. Grant 
Mickle, director of traffic engineering 
with the Automotive Safety Founda¬ 
tion in Washington, was presented, in 
which Mickle concluded that “the 
only solution to the parking problem 
is adequate off-street parking facili¬ 
ties,” Windom reported. One-way 
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streets were discussed in a paper pre¬ 
pared by R. N. Grunow, supervising 
highway engineer with the Bureau of 
Public Roads in Atlanta. A panel dis¬ 
cussion on the coordination of gov¬ 
ernmental units on the solution of 
traffic problems concluded this ses¬ 
sion. 

The design and construction of low- 
cost roads and streets was the theme 
of another technical discussion of the 
conference, presided over by J. M. 
Boyd, Palm Beach County Engineer. 
A panel discussion on soil stabiliza¬ 
tion was held and reports on various 


aspects of design and construction of 
low-cost roads were made by W. H. 
Mills, district engineer with the As¬ 
phalt Institute, Atlanta; L. W. Turoff, 
Bureau of Public Roads, Atlanta; and 
Horton Buchan, engineer in charge 
of secondary roads with the State 
Road Department. 

C. D. Williams, head professor of 
civil engineering at the university, pre¬ 
sided over the panel on concrete de¬ 
sign and construction. A comprehen¬ 
sive review of the development of air- 
entrained concrete was presented by 
D. L. Chaney of the Portland Cement 
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Association, Atlanta. Precast concrete 
bridges were discussed by Raymond 
Archibald, Bureau of Public Roads, 
Washington, and Winston Carlton of 
the State Road Department, Fort 
Lauderdale. S. L. Bugg of the uni¬ 
versity’s department of civil engineer¬ 
ing presented a five-year progress re¬ 
port on a limerock concrete test road. 

The closing general session of the 
conference with L. J. Ritter, associate 
professor of highway engineering, 
presiding, featured an address on the 
compaction of subgrades and bases 
by A. W. Johnson, of the Highway 
Research Board in Washington, and 
a color sound movie on highway soil 
engineering. Following the program 
guided inspection tours of the campus 
were conducted to various points of 
interest, including the Florida Gym¬ 
nasium, 

Arrangements for the Highway 
Conference were under the direction 
of the following members of the plan¬ 
ning committee: J. A. Long, Florida 
Road Builders’ Association, Tallahas¬ 
see; Sam Gottlieb, H. E. Wolfe Con¬ 
struction Company, St. Augustine; 
Shaw Pearsall, Marion Construction 
Company, Ocala; J. R. Phillips, Mac- 
asphalt Corporation, Lakeland; Bill 
Day, Birmingham Slag Company, Or¬ 
lando; Julius Perkins, Construction 
Equipment and Supply Company, 
Gainesville; R. C. Bannerman, Jr., 
State Road Department, Tallahassee; 
W. M. Parker, State Road Depart¬ 
ment, Tallahassee; H. C. Weathers, 
State Road Department, Gainesville; 
J. S. Corcoran, Bureau of Public 
Roads, Tallahassee; R. T. Cunning¬ 
ham, acting city manager, Gainesville; 
Earl Reeder, City of Miami; C. H. 
Baker, Jr., Asphalt Paving Company, 
Jacksonville; Harry Howard, Jr., City 
of Jacksonville; Miller Walston, City 
of Tallahassee; W. J. Matherly, Col¬ 
lege of Business Administration, Uni¬ 
versity of Florida; Ross Windom, city 
manager, St. Petersburg; J. M. Boyd, 
county engineer, West Palm Beach; 
G. D. Curtis, Portland Cement Asso¬ 
ciation, Tallahassee; L. B. Thrasher, 
Limerock Association, Ocala; W. H. 
Mills, Asphalt Institute, Atlanta; and 
L. J. Ritter, department of civil en¬ 
gineering, University of Florida. 
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County Activities and Personalities 


The vocational agriculture students 
of the Union County High School re¬ 
cently had the opportunity of seeing 
how good forestry practices may be 
carried out in UNION COUNTY’S 
timberlands. County Commissioner 
Amos E. Howard, forest landowner of 
Dukes and a teacher of agriculture at 
the high school, arranged for the 65 
members of the county’s Future Farm¬ 
ers of America Chapter to make the 
half-day field trip. Demonstrations in 
the field on the proper methods of 
marking and cutting timber, and the 
use of forestry tools was given by two 
members of the Florida Forest Serv¬ 
ice, Farm Forester Lee Powers and 
Information and Education Forester 
Manton Frierson. The F. F. A. boys 
were also shown a 20-acre tract of 
pine timber that had shortly before 
been marked for selection cutting. Fol¬ 
lowing this, an explanation was given 
on how this tract, and adjoining tim¬ 
berlands, had been managed for the 
past several years to bring cash profits 
from pulpwood thinnings, sawlogs, 
and naval stores. A demonstration 
then was given on the proper way to 
use several forestry tools. The boys 
were led through timberlands by Mr. 
Howard illustrating the advantages of 
protection against wildfires. 

The Board of County Commission¬ 
ers of LEE COUNTY met recently 
and one of the subjects brought up by 
County Attorney William J. Wood 
stated that under a law passed by the 
last Legislature, one of the duties of 
Sheriff Thompson is milking cows and 
goats, but the sheriff doesn’t know it 
yet. Going over details of the state 
livestock fencing law in preparation 
for its enforcement beginning July 1, 
Wood pointed out the sheriff must 
impound all cows, horses, goats and 
“other grazing animals” under the law. 
Wood said he took it that would mean 
gophers and rabbits as they eat grass. 
But down here it says the sheriff must 
feed the animals and in the case of 
cows and milk goats, milk them twice 
a day. It doesn’t say what he is to do 
with the milk but I guess he can feed 
it to the hogs. The sheriff was un¬ 


available for comment on his new 
duties before adjourning of the month¬ 
ly meeting. 

Coronation held recently in Talla¬ 
hassee celebrated the annual 4-H Club 
countywide rally day. LEON 
COUNTY Commissioner John P. Sul¬ 
livan placed the crowns on Queen 
Susie Smithson of Baum and King 
Don Jordan of Capitola. The cere¬ 
monies were held in Centennial field 
before about 600 persons, including 
several hundred 4-H club boys and 
girls. Presentation of trophies to the 
outstanding club by Charles Hays of 
the Chamber of Commerce took place 
mid-afternoon. Trophies were given 
the Miccosukee boys and girls club. 
This day represents one of great im¬ 
portance to Leon County and especial¬ 
ly the agriculturally and home-minded 
boys and girls of 4-H clubs. Prior to 
the crowning of the king and queen 
at the field, a long parade with half a 
dozen floats and several marching 
groups went from Park Avenue south 
on Monroe Street. A throng of people 
paused long enough to watch the 
parade go by. 

The Board of County Commission¬ 
ers of COLUMBIA ' COUNTY in 
special session last month appointed 
inspectors and clerks for coming elec¬ 
tions; also discussing the main issue 
being the acceptance of the invitation 
from J. C. Huskisson, Assistant Fair 
Manager, to enter a Columbia County 
exhibit in the Florida State Fair in 
Tampa next year. The Board felt it 
would be helpful to the County to 
enter an exhibit both as to publicity 
and advertisement and also to show 
the people of the state the diversifica¬ 
tion of farm products in the County. 
Several county personalities felt the 
public was wholeheartedly behind the 
movement and that people of the 
County would back the enterprise 
100 percent. 

The County Commission of SARA¬ 
SOTA COUNTY recently authorized 
the Sarasota High School seniors to 
sit in on all major county offices and 
the county commission meeting to be 


held mid-May. It will be the first of 
its kind in Sarasota County and Coun¬ 
ty Commission Chairman W. S. Harris 
congratulated the two school repre¬ 
sentatives, Devitt Adams and Eddie 
Briault, on behalf of the commission 
for their class’ interest in governmental 
affairs. 


The Road Department at the May 
Board meeting agreed to enter into 
a lease-purchase agreement with the 
VOLUSIA COUNTY Board of County 
Commissioners for the purpose of con¬ 
structing a new bridge across the 
Halifax River at New Smyrna Beach. 
Plans call for financing of the project 
by bonds issued by the Turnbull Road 
and Bridge District. These bonds 
must be approved in an election by 
a majority of at least 51 percent of 
the freeholders. The lease-purchase 
agreement will provide for payment 
each year by the State Road Depart¬ 
ment to the Turnbull Road and Bridge 
District of sufficient funds to pay the 
principal and interest requirement of 
the bond issue. The proposal of the 
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Volusia delegation was termed a fine 
example of cooperation on the part 
of a community with the State Road 
Department by Chairman Alfred A. 
McKethan. 

PALM BEACH COUNTY Commis¬ 
sion Chairman Lake Lytal delivered 
the dedicatory address for the new 
fifty-bed Everglades Memorial Hos¬ 
pital at the National Hospital Day 
observance in Pahokee recently. He 
was introduced by County Commis¬ 
sioner Paul Rardin. Mr. Lytal pointed 
out that “a hospital, like a church, is 
a non-profit institution operating for 
the good of all the people of the com¬ 
munity.” 

POLK COUNTY Commissioners 
have approved a federal aid secondary 
road program which envisions im¬ 
provement of 265 miles of the county’s 
highways over a period of years. The 
program must also be approved by 
the federal government. The im¬ 
provements are to be financed by fed¬ 
eral, state, and county funds on a 
matching basis. 

SARASOTA COUNTY Commission 
Chairman W. S. Harris has urged sup¬ 
port of the proposed construction of 
an infirmary for elderly bedfast county 
residents. He and Commissioner 
W. C. McLeod each pledged $1,000 
from the post-war funds of their re¬ 
spective districts to aid in construction 
of the project. 

PINELLAS COUNTY Commis¬ 
sioners met with State Road Depart¬ 
ment Chairman Alfred A. McKethan 
recently. The purpose of the informal 
conference was to discuss the secon¬ 
dary road program of the county, the 
completion of the Gulf Coast High¬ 
way into Pinellas Park this year, and 
the future road needs of the county. 

Construction has begun on the new 
county office building and audito¬ 
rium, sponsored jointly by the PASCO 


COUNTY Commissioners and the 
County Fair Association. The build¬ 
ing housing the County Home Dem¬ 
onstration Agent’s offices, the County 
Agricultural Agent’s offices, the P. & 
M. A. offices, and the County Soil 
Conservation Service Offices will be 
financed by the county through the 
county commissioners. The audito¬ 
rium, which will be used by the agri¬ 
cultural groups for meetings and by 
other groups for gatherings of public 
interest, will be financed by the 
County Fair Association. The struc¬ 
ture will be located on the Fair 
Grounds just south of State Highway 
52. 

HIGHLANDS COUNTY Commis¬ 
sioners have adopted a resolution ask¬ 
ing the federal government for a grant 
of 3,700 acres of the deactivated Avon 
Park Army Air Field to provide a 
home for the indigent, a haven for 
hurricane evacuees, and a county 
park and recreation center. 
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Transactions of Meetings of Florida State Road Department 

QUARTERLY MEETING HELD AT TALLAHASSEE, MAY 4, 1950 


The State Road Department of Florida held 
its second quarterly meeting for the year 
1950 at Tallahassee on May 4, with all mem¬ 
bers of the Board present, as follows: Alfred 
A. McKethan, Chairman, J. Glover Taylor, 
Marion G. Nelson, Merrill P. Barber and 
Trusten P. Drake, Jr. Present also, were: 
Sam P. Turnbull, State Highway Engineer, 
David V. Kerns, Resident Attorney, F. A. 
Seay, Engineer of Right of Way, Wm. A. 
Kratzert, Engineer of Maintenance, W. A. 
Williams, Auditor, R. M. Hartsfield, Secre¬ 
tary, L. A. Fraleigh, Jr., Assistant Secretary, 
and other personnel requested to attend. 

APPROVAL OF CONTRACTS AWARDED 

On motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. 
Barber, the following resolution was adopted: 

WHEREAS, pursuant to due advertise¬ 
ment, the Department did on certain dates, 
as hereinafter indicated, receive bids for the 
construction of certain projects, and for the 
furnishing of certain materials, equipment 
and supplies, as hereinafter listed, and 

WHEREAS, the firms hereinafter named 
were and are hereby declared to be the low¬ 
est responsible bidders therefor, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
that the action of the Chairman in awarding 
the contracts hereinafter listed, be and the 
same is hereby approved, which said con¬ 
tracts are as follows, to wit: 

CONSTRUCTION 
Bids received Nov. 15, 1949 

Cone Bros. Constr. Co., FG-019-3(6), 25, 
Polk, $187,685.42. 

Jaxon Const. Co., FI-006-4(l), 10, Suwan¬ 
nee, $346,970.38. 

Bids received April 11 

W. L. Cobb Const. Co., 3105-103, 47, Gil¬ 
christ, $42,033.27. 

Rubin Const. Co., 9301-107, 5, Palm Beach, 
$132,338.93. 

L. M. White, 3710-103, F. W., Suwannee, 
$14,980.78. 

Dunn Const. Co., 7214-109 and 7404-107, 200, 
Duval-Nassau, $171,663.09. 

Jas. H. Craggs Const., 3621-102, Marion, 
$34,867.48. 

Marion Const. Co., 0450-150, streets, DeSoto, 
$43 022 33 

Powell' Bros., Inc., FGI-003-4(15), 5, St. 
Lucie-Ind. River, $211,516.70. 

Coggin & Deermont, FG-004-l(l), 75, Jack- 
son, $70,533.66. 

A. F. Rich Co., F-031-l(2) and FH-031-1(4), 
35, Pasco, $463,481.07. 


Marion Const Co., 2601-106, 25, Alachua, 
$41,042.63. 

A. F. Rich Co., 4602-113 and 4614-103, 30- 
390A, Bay, $33,469.11. 

Noonan Const. Co., 4805-150, 292, Escam¬ 
bia, $78,169.08. 

Macasphalt Corp., 1625-901, 37, Polk, $12,- 
922.36. 

Sam Finley, Inc., 7107-111, 21, Clay, $108,- 
891.31. 

Belcher Oil Co., S-169(3), 70, Okeechobee, 
$123,430.93. 

Finley P. Smith, 9409-103, F. M., St. Lucie, 
$58,782.14. 

A. B. Coveil, 6003-106 and 5709-103, 20 and 
285, Walton-Okaloosa, $20,970.36. 

J. D. Manly Const. Co., 9314-107, 15, Palm 
Beach, $96,283.76. 

Coggin & Deermont, 5303-111 and 5303-108, 
75, Jackson, $52,984.08. 

Geo. D. Auchter Co., 7204-275, 10 and A1A, 
Duval, $330,982.00. 

Materials, etc. 

4-7-40, Mexican Petrol. Corp., job 5751-150, 
Okaloosa, asphalt, $2,758.80; job 5753-150, 
Okaloosa, asphalt, $919.60. 

4-10-50, Radcliff Gravel Co., warehouse 
acct. 8431-8432, shell, $40,250.00. 

4-19-50, Raybro Elec. Sup. Co., sect. 1008, 
Hillsborough, electric gates, $3,086.00 each; 
warehouse acct. 8460, electric gate motors, 
$211.00 each. 

4-25-50, Sherman Cone. Co., job 3575-102, 
Madison, concrete pipe, $3,952.96. 

APPROVAL OF SUPPLEMENTAL 
AGREEMENTS 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. 
Barber, the following supplemental agree¬ 
ments were approved: 

Caddell & Jackson, 369, S-88(l), Wakulla 
and Leon, increase $1,047.66. 

S. F. MacKenzie Co., 225, 2811-102(2), Brad¬ 
ford, increase $3,000.00. 

W. L. Cobb Const. Co., 12 etc., 5005-501, etc., 
Gadsden-Calhoun, increase $1,443.00. 

H. E. Wolfe Const. Co., 162-A, S-19(l), 
Okeechobee, increase $4,113.69. 

W. H. Armston, 55, F-016-l(2), Gilchrist- 
Levy, decrease $1,250.52. 

COUNTIES REQUESTED TO OBTAIN 
RIGHT OF WAY 

Routine resolutions requesting counties to 
obtain right of way were adopted covering 
the following sections of road: 


±5aKer, s-231, 2753, from Union County line 
NW’ly to SR 10 at Olustee. 

Citrus, 491, 0208, from SR 44 in Lecanto 
NE’ly to SR 45 in Holder. 

Clay, S-24, 7151, from point in S 32, T 7 S, 
R 26 E, E’ly to SR 15 and from SR 15 E’ly 
to West Tocoi. 

Columbia, 10, 2901, from Suwannee County 
line E’ly to Lake City. 

Hendry, S-846, 0751, from Collier County 
line E and N’ly to SR 833. 

Hernando, S-476, 0850, from Jones' Corner 
E’ly through Lindsey and NE’ly to Ista- 
chatta, and E’ly to Sumter County line. 

Hillsborough, 45, 1006, Alafia Bridge and 
approaches. 

Martin, 706, 8902, from SR 76 in Indian- 
town SE’ly to Palm Beach County lin^ 

Palm Beach, 706, 9319, from Martin Countv 
line SE’ly to SR 7. 


Palm Beach, 809, 9375, from Military Trail 
E’ly along Lake Park Road to A1A. 

Putnam, S-214, 7151, from NW corner of 
S 5, T 7 S, R 26 E, E’ly along County Line 
to SR 15. 

Revised and Amended Map of Location 
and Survey 

Citrus, S-470, 0251, approval of revised map 
dated May 4, 1950. 


REQUESTS FOR SPECIAL 
REGIILATIONS O F TR AFFIC 
The Board gave consideration to the re¬ 
quests received for establishment of special 
limited speed zones and for the erection of 
traffic control signals, and in each case re¬ 
viewed the report of the traffic investigation 
along with the Engineer’s recommendation 
for that location. 

On motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. 
Barber, the following resolution was adopted: 


McLean Machinery 
Company, Inc. 

Lima Draglines, Cranes, and Shovels 
Insley Draglines, Cranes and Shovels 
Sullivan Air Compressors and Tools 
Marlow Pumps—Hendrix Buckets 
Wheeler Tandem Rollers 
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BE IT RESOLVED by the State Road De¬ 
partment of Florida, that in each of the 
cases listed below the recommendation of 
the Traffic Engineer be and it is hereby 
approved, as set out, and authority given 
for the placing of such signs as may be 
found necessary to indicate the regulation 
to be in force; and in those cases asking for 
permit for installation and operation of 
beacons, fixed time signals et cetera, the 
execution of such permits, when hereby ap¬ 
proved, is also authorized: 

Pinellas, 694-693, Park Blvd. and 70th Street 
in Pinellas Park. Beacon. Deny. 

Pinellas, 694-689, Park Blvd.-Haines Rd. 
and Gandy Blvd., Pinellas Park. Beacon. 
Permit. 

Pinellas, 694-693, Pinellas Park. Speed 
zones. Changes. 

Hillsborough, 600, Hillsborough Ave.-30th 
St. NE. Fixed time signal. Permit. 

Monroe, 5, Rock Harbor. Speed zone. 35 
MPH. 

St. Lucie, 5, at Drive-In Theatre south of 
Fort Pierce. Flashing beacons. Permit at 
night. 

Indian River, 5, Drive-In Theatre south 



of Vero Beach. Flashing beacons. Permit 
at night. 

Dade, 5, Drive-In Theatre north of Perrine. 
Flashing beacons. Permit at night. 

Hillsborough, 60, Zeffner Road in Brandon. 
Flashing beacon. Permit. 

Jefferson, 20-257, in Lamont. Flashing 
beacon. Deny. 

Jefferson, 20-259, in Waukeenah. Flashing 
beacon. Deny. 

Citrus, 55, Cleveland Blvd. in Homosassa 
Springs. Flashing beacon. Deny. 

Monroe, 5, in Craig. Flashing beacon. 
Deny. 

Pinellas, 699, 68th Ave. and Blind Pass 
Rd., St. Petersburg Beach. Fixed time sig¬ 
nal. Deny. 

Pinellas, 699, at Corey Ave. in St. Peters¬ 
burg Beach. Fixed time signal. Permit. 

Hillsborough, 60, at Turkey Creek Road 
at Jones’ Corner. Flashing beacon. Deny. 

PERMIT TO RELOCATE POWER LINE 
SR 52 , PASCO COUNTY 
FLORIDA POWER CORPORATION 

On motion of Mr. Barber, seconded by Mr. 
Nelson, the Board voted to grant permit 
to Florida Power Corporation for the re¬ 
location of their existing 66,000-volt 3-phase 
pole line on Sections 1407 and 1412, State 
Raod 52, in Pasco County, in the city of 
Dade City, from the old location which runs 
30 feet from the center line of the road to 
the proposed location which will be 45 feet 
from the center line of said highway. 

CLAIM OF CONTRACTOR ON CEDAR 
CREEK BRIDGE, HECKSCHER 
DRIVE, DUVAL COUNTY 

The Board reviewed the claim of Okee¬ 
chobee Construction Company, contractor on 
the Cedar Creek Bridge, Heckscher Drive, 
State Road 105, for extra work of removing 
dam parts which were not shown on the 
plans for said bridge, and noted the recom¬ 
mendations and reports of the several en¬ 
gineers familiar with this extra work. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. 
Drake, the following resolution was adopted: 

WHEREAS, the Department’s engineers 
recommend the allowance of the claim of 
Okeechobee Construction Company for extra 
work done in removing dam parts which 
were under water and not indicated on the 
plans for Cedar Creek Bridge, Section 7225- 
105, Heckscher Drive, Duval County, and 
that said Okeechobee Construction Company 
be paid the sum of $6,222.26 for such extra 
l/ork, Now, Therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED that payment be and 
it is hereby authorized to Okeechobee Con¬ 
struction Company, contractor on Cedar 
Creek Bridge, State Road 105, Duval County, 
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in the amount of $6,222.26, to cover extra 
work done on said bridge. 

TOLL RATES ON PENSACOLA BEACH 
BRIDGE 

On motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. 
Taylor, the following resolution was adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED that the act of the 
Chairman in approving proposed toll rates 
for travel on Pensacola Beach Bridge, in 
his telegram dated April 24, 1950, in reply to 
letter and schedule from R. G. Patterson, 
Chief Engineer for Santa Rosa Island Au¬ 
thority, be and same is hereby confirmed and 
ratified as the act of the State Road De¬ 
partment, said rates for passenger vehicles 
being set out as follows: Annual permit, 
$10.00; three-quarter year, $8.00; half year, 
$6.00; quarter year, $4.00, and 30 day—30 trip 
tickets—$3.00, all as set out in the schedule 
submitted by Mr. Patterson. 

The Board agreed to give further study 
to the proposed Special Summer Rates for 
the four-month period, May 1 through Au¬ 
gust 31. 

PROPOSED EXCHANGE OF SITES FOR 

BROWARD COUNTY CONVICT CAMP 

The Board received and gave consideration 
to the report of W. A. Kratzert, Engineer 
of Maintenance, with reference to the request 
made by the Board of County Commission¬ 
ers of Broward County, that the Department 
make an exchange of sites for its convict 
camp in Broward County. Mr. Kratzert ad¬ 
vised the Members that the land now owned 
and occupied by the Department as a con¬ 
vict camp contains 9.1 acres and is now 
within the city limits of Fort Lauderdale 
and practically surrounded by subdivisions, 
resulting, in his opinion, in lessening its 
value as a site for the Department convict 
camp. He explained that Broward County 
desires this site, and had offered the Depart¬ 
ment in exchange therefor a tract lying west 
of the Seaboard Air Line Railway, about 
three to five miles northwest of the present 
site, and containing 28.2 acres more or less. 
Mr. Kratzert reported that he considered 
the proposed site as entirely satisfactory to 
the Department, and he recommended the 
exchange with the County, if the County 
would build the necessary half mile of road 
to the new site and pay the Department a 
lump sum of $50,000 to partially defray the 
icost of moving the convict camp and main¬ 
tenance depot and constructing the new 
buildings. 

On motion of Mr. Barber, seconded by Mr. 
Nelson, the Board authorized the Chairman 
to conduct negotiations with Broward County 
for the exchange of property on the basis 
of the recommendations in Mr. Kratzert’s 
written report dated April 25, 1950, and 

presented at this meeting. 

REQUEST FROM STATE TUBERCULOSIS 

BOARD FOR 50 YEAR EASEMENT 
FOR SEWAGE LINE 

Mr. Velma Keen, Attorney from Tallahas¬ 
see, appeared before the Department stating 
he represented the State Tuberculosis Board 
which was engaged in building a hospital 
at Lantana. H stated this was to be a Fed¬ 
eral Aid project, but before the Federal Gov¬ 
ernment w^uld participate it was required 
that the State Board hold a good title to 
a strip of land for a sewage line to Lake 
Worth. He pointed out that the Tubercu¬ 
losis Board held a permit from the Road 
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Department for this pipe under the highway, 
also from the Florida East Coast Railroad, 
but the Federal Government would not give 
them aid unless they could get a 50-year 
easement. He asked the Department to work 
out some kind of instrument that would 
satisfy the Federal Government. 

On motion of Mr. Barber, seconded by Mr. 
Nelson, the Board agreed that this be re¬ 
ferred to the Chairman and the Attorney, 
with authority to act in the preparation and 
execution of the proper instrument on behalf 
of the Department. 

DELEGATION FROM BROWARD 
COUNTY—TUNNELS AND BRIDGES 

The delegation from Broward County in¬ 
cluded the following 

From the County: Senator George Leaird, 
Representatives John Burwell and Ted 
David; County Commissioners S. C. Fox, 
Chairman, C. B. Smith, Tony Salvino, W. E. 
Groene and Dick Gallion; John U. Lloyd, 
Attorney. Ted Cabot, Clerk, and Ted Collins, 
Deputy Clerk. 

From City of Fort Lauderdale: Mayor 
F. R. Humphries, City Manager Fred Rankin, 
City Attorney T. O. Berryhill, and City Com¬ 
missioners Reed Bryan, E. L. Patterson, 
H. J. Newsham and Joe Mackey. 

From City of Hollywood: City Attorney 
Sherwood Spencer and City Commissioner 
L. B. Slater. 

Chairman McKethan thanked this large 
delegation for coming before the Road De¬ 
partment to consider a matter so important 
to everyone, the fiscal soundness of the pro¬ 
posal to construct the three tunnels in Fort 
Lauderdale and the six bridges across the 
Inland Waterway, at Hallandale, Hollywood, 
Dania, Oakland Park, Pompano Beach and 
at Deerfield Beach. He reminded the group 
that the original proposal for the construc¬ 
tion of the three tunnels and six bridges 
contemplated the expenditure of $15,000,000, 
$13,000,000 of which was to be funded and 
$2,000,000 to be contributed by the Road De¬ 
partment. He reported that the fiscal study 
by the State Improvement Commission, the 
State Board of Administration and the Road 
Department had indicated that there was 
not sufficient revenue estimated to become 
available from tolls on the Las Olas Boule¬ 
vard and the 17th Street tunnels and from 
the 80% surplus gas tax to fund the $13,000,- 
000 debt. In an effort to reduce the total 
construction requirements, engineers of the 
Road Department and of the Engineering 
Consulting firms of Palmer & Baker and 
Reynolds, Smith & Hills had reviewed the 
original proposal and had advanced the 
recommendation that a semi-high level 
bridge replace the proposed tunnel at 17th 
Street, which change would reduce the over¬ 
all requirement by approximately $1,000,000, 
and that tunnels be constructed at Las Olas 
Boulevard and at U. S. Highway No. 1, as 
proposed. He stated that the engineer’s 
recommendation for the 17th Street Bridge 
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called for a vertical clearance of about 35 
feet, which would take care of about 60% 
of the boat traffic without having to be 
opened. 

Following the above plan of financing, the 
Chairman advised further that the engineers 
and technical men had estimated the avail¬ 
able revenues would build only four of the 
six bridges, but if a toll of ten cents were 
placed on all the bridges it would be pos¬ 
sible to build all of the six bridges re¬ 
quested by the County. 

Mr. McKethan said he was speaking as 
Chairman of the Road Department and Vice 
Chairman of the State Improvement Com¬ 
mission, and he assured the delegation that 
the proposed plan was a sound one and 
the best that could be done with the money 
available. He suggested that all projects 
be advertised for bids before the issuance 
of the bonds, in order that actual costs might 
be determined and further conferences held 
if the bid prices were considered too high. 

Senator Leaird spoke of the importance 
of the entire project to Broward County and 
urged the delegation to make an effort to 
come to some conclusion. Both Representa¬ 
tives Davis and Burwell pledged their co¬ 
operation and assistance. County Commis¬ 
sioner Smith expressed the hope that a plan 
could be worked out that would not require 
tolls on the six bridges, all of which were 
on Secondary roads. 

At this point the delegation agreed to re¬ 
tire for the purpose of further considering 
all angles of the matter, with request that 
they be permitted to come before the De¬ 
partment later in the meting and make a 
report of their decision. Mr. Ralph Potts, 
Executive Director of the Board of Adminis¬ 
tration, was present and was requested to 
join the County delegation for the purpose 
of advising with them about the use of the 
80% surplus gas tax and the 7th cent gas 
tax funds. 

RECESS FOR LUNCH 

After some discussion of several matters 
which it seemed advisable to defer until the 
next meeting for final action, the Board re¬ 
cessed for lunch, to convene again at two- 
thirty the same day. 

AFTERNOON SESSION 

The hour of two-thirty having arrived, 


the meeting was called to order by the 
Chairman, the attendance being the same 
as at the morning session. 

BROWARD COUNTY DELEGATION 
RE-APPEARS 

AGREEMENT REACHED ON TUNNEL 
AND BRIDGE PROJECT 

The Broward County delegation re-appeared 
and asked to be heard. Chairman Fox of 
the Board of County Commissioners asked 
Mr. Potts of the Board of Administration 
to present their proposed plan for financing 
the bridge and tunnel project. 

Mr. Potts stated that, assuming 13 million 
dollars would do the job, it could be repaid 
from tolls from the tunnel at Las Olas 
Boulevard and the bridge at 17th Street and 
from monies from the 80% surplus gas tax 
and the 80% of the 7th cent gas tax. 

Mr. Fox said it was his understanding that 
all six of the county bridges would be set 
up as toll bridges, but with continued reve¬ 
nue from the two gas tax funds and under 
the lease-purchase plan there would actually 
be no tolls on them. He stated to the Road 
Board that the above plan met with the 
unanimous approval of the Broward County 
Board of Commissioners. 

Following open discussion, it was agreed 
by all official bodies present that the pro¬ 
gram be carried forward on this basis: That 
the bonds to be issued carry a pledge of 
tolls for the Las Olas Boulevard tunnel, the 
17th Street bridge and the six bridges lo¬ 
cated outside of Fort Lauderdale, with the 
understanding that should the 80% surplus 
gas tax, plus the 80% 7th cent gas tax or 
any other funds which could be made avail¬ 
able to apply annually on current debt ser¬ 
vice, be sufficient to meet such debt service, 
no tolls would actually be collected on any 
facilities except those located at the Las 
Olas Boulevard intersection with Inland 
Waterway and the 17th Street facility at 
the Inland Waterway, it appearing that the 
income from the tolls on the two facilities 
named, plus the gas tax monies would be 
sufficient to meet annual debt requirements. 

ADJOURNMENT 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. 
Barber, and with the understanding that 
the Board would meet in Pensacola on May 
8, at ten o’clock, the meeting was adjourned. 
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HELD AT PENSACOLA, MAY 8-9, 1950 


The State Road Department of Florida 
held a regular meeting at Pensacola, on May 
8-9, 1950 with all Members and the Secretary 
present, as follows: Chairman Alfred A. Mc- 
Kethan, Members J. Glover Taylor, Marion 
G. Nelson, Merrill P. Barber and Trusten P. 
Drake, Jr., and R. M. Hartsfield, Secretary. 
L. A. Fraleigh, Jr., Assistant Secretary, David 
V. Kerns, Resident Attorney, Sam P. Turn- 
bull, State Highway Engineer, and other De¬ 
partment personnel requested to attend the 
meeting, were also present. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF APRIL 10 
On motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. 
Taylor, the minutes of the meeting held at 
Jacksonville on April 10th were approved. 

APPROVAL OF CONTRACTS AWARDED 
On motion of Mr. Drake, seconded by Mr. 
Barber, the following resolution was adopted: 

WHEREAS, pursuant to due advertise¬ 
ment, the Department did on March 14, 1950 
receive bids for the construction of Project 
FG-011-3G), State Road 45, in Citrus County; 
and 

WHEREAS Ewell Engineering & Contract¬ 
ing Company was and is hereby declared to 
be the lowest responsible bidder therefor, at 
their bid price of $48,481.63, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
that the action of the Chairman in awarding 
the contract for Project FG-011-3(1), State 
Road 45, Citrus County, to said Ewell Engi¬ 
neering and Contracting Company at their 
bid price of $48,481.63, be and it is hereby 
approved. 

NASSAU COUNTY—SECTION 7453—ROAD 
S-105-A—RIGHT OF WAY 
On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. 
Drake, the following resolution was adopted: 

WHEREAS, pursuant to due authorization, 
the State Highway Engineer has had a part 
of State Road No. S-105-A, in Nassau County, 
located and surveyed and has designated the 
same as Section 7453, and has prepared a 


map showing location and survey of that 
portion of said Section extending from State 
Road No. 200 northeasterly to south limits 
of Fernandina at Fourteenth Street, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
by the State Road Department, that it hereby 
approves the location and survey of said 
portion of said Section and directs that a 
copy of said map of such location and sur¬ 
vey certified to by the Secretary and the 
Chairman of the Department be filed in the 
office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court of said 
County; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that it is 
the judgment of the Department that the 
construction of said portion of said Section 
is necessary, practical and to the best in¬ 
terest of the State, and that it is necessary 
that the right of way for the roadbed, ditches 
and borrow pits for said portion of said 
Section be acquired; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the De¬ 
partment that said County be, and it is here¬ 
by authorized and requested, at its own 
expense, in its name, by its Commissioners, 
to secure by gift, purchase or condemnation, 
the lands necessary for the right of way for 
the roadbed for said portion of said Section, 
together with any and all easements for 
drainage ditches and borrow pits that may 
hereafter be found and determined necessary 
in the construction and maintenance of said 
portion of said Section, and to convey the 
same to the State of Florida, free of encum¬ 
brances; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in the 
event the County agrees to secure the right 
of way for the roadbed, ditches and borrow 
pits for said portion of said Section, that the 
Chairman and the Secretary of the Depart¬ 
ment are hereby authorized to execute for 
the Department the usual right of way con¬ 
tract with the County. 

UNION COUNTY—ROAD S-229—SECTION 
3951—RIGHT OF WAY 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. 


Drake, the following resolution was adopted: 

WHEREAS, pursuant to due authorization, 
the State Highway Engineer has had a part 
cf State Road No. S-229, in Union County, 
located and surveyed and had designated the 
same as Section 3951, and has prepared a 
map showing location and survey of that 
portion of said Section extending from Brad¬ 
ford County Line northwesterly and north¬ 
erly to State Road No. 23 at Raiford, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
by the State Road Department, that it hereby 
approves the location and survey of said 
portion of said Section and directs that a 
copy of said map of such location and survey 
certified to by the Secretary and the Chair¬ 
man of the Department be filed in the office 
of the Clerk of the Circuit Court of said 
County, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that it is 
the judgment of the Department that the 
constructon of said portion of said Section 
is necessary, practical and to the best inter¬ 
est of the State, and that it is necessary 
that the right of way for the roadbed, ditches 
and borrow pits for said portion of said 
Section be acquired; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the De¬ 
partment that said County be, and it is 
hereby authorized and requested, at its own 
expense, in its name, by its Commissioners, 
to secure by gift, purchase or condemnation, 
the lands necessary for the right of way for 
the roadbed for said portion of said Section, 
together with any and all easements for 
drainage ditches and borrow pits that may 
hereafter be found and determined necessary 
in the construction and maintenance of said 
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portion of said Section, and to convey the 
same to the State of Florida, free of encum¬ 
brances; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in the 
event the County agrees to secure the right 
of way for the roadbed, ditches and borrow 
pits for said portion of said Section, that 
the Chairman and the Secretary of the De¬ 
partment are hereby authorized to execute 
for the Department the usual right of way 
contract with the County. 

SPECIAL TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 

The Board gave consideration to requests 
for special traffic regulations and in each 
case reviewed the report of the traffic investi¬ 
gation and the Engineer’s recommendation 
for that location. 

On motion of Mr. Drake, seconded by Mr. 
Barber, the following resolution was adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the State Road De¬ 
partment of Florida that in each of the cases 
listed below the recommendation of the Traf¬ 
fic Engineer be and it is hereby approved, 
and the request denied: 

Hillsborough, 600, Dale Mabry Highway at 
San Luis Street, west of Tampa, Traffic Sig¬ 
nal, Deny. 

Volusia, 5, Through Edgewater, Reduce 
Speed Limit, Deny. 

Lafayette, 53, At Main Street in Day Town, 
Traffic Signal, Deny. 

Pinellas, 687, At 83rd Ave., St. Petersburg, 
Traffic Signal, Deny. 

RELINQUISHMENT OF R/W RESERVA¬ 
TIONS IN MURPHY ACT DEEDS 
REQUESTED BY I. I. BOARD 

The Board gave consideration to the 


recommendaton of the Engineer on the re¬ 
quests from the Trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Fund for release of right of 
way reservations in Murphy Act deeds and 
parts thereof, and authorized action as set 
out in each case listed below: 

First District 

Motion by Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. 
Drake: 

Hillsborough, 1018, 685, Release All. Ap¬ 
proved. 

Hillsborough, 3287, Release All. Approved. 

Hillsborough, 2621, Release All. Approved. 

Pinellas, 964, 699, Release all except within 
50' each side C/L for 100' R/W. Approved. 

Pinellas, 975, 689, Release all except within 
40' each side C/L for 80' R/W. Approved. 

Pinellas, 1008, 689, Release all except within 
40' each side C/L for 80' R/W. Approved. 

Fourth District 

Motion by Mr. Barber, seconded by Mr. 
Taylor: 

Indian River, 163, Royal Palm, Release all 
except within 50' each side C/L 100' R/W 
SR 502. Approved. 

Palm Beach, 1721, Germantown, Release all 
except within 50' each side C/L 100' R/W 
SR, Chap. 20289. Approved. 

Palm Beach, 2279, 5, Release all except 
within 50' each side C/L 100' R/W. Approved. 

Palm Beach, 2113, Dixie, Release all except 
within 50' each side C/L 100' R/W. Approved. 

Fifth District 

Motion of Mr. Drake, seconded by Mr. 
Barber: 

Orange, 662, 527, Release all except within 
50' C/L for 100' R/W. Approved. 


REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF R/W SR 600 
SOUTHLAND SUBDIVISION IN HILLS- 
BOROU GH COUNT Y—D ENIED 
A request was received from Wilhelmina 
Hawkins, Attorney for Bushnell-Lyons Iron 
Works, Inc., for the release of right of way 
in Lot 3, Block 14, Southland Subdivision, at 
intersection of Dale Mabry Highway (SR 
600) and Morrison Avenue, Hillsborough 
County. On motion of Mr. Drake, seconded 
by Mr. Taylor, the Board acted on the recom¬ 
mendation of the Engineer, and voted to 
deny this request. 

REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF R W RES¬ 
ERVATION IN EVERGLADES DRAINAGE 
DISTRICT DEED No. 3348 ON STATE 
ROAD 7, BROWARD COUNTY, DENIED 
A request was received from the Ever¬ 
glades Drainage District, in behalf of its 
client, that the Department release the right 
of way reservation in the District’s Deed No. 
3348, for land lying along State Road 7 in 
Broward County. The recommendation of 
the Engineer was that this request be denied, 
and on motion of Mr. Barber, seconded by 
Mr. Drake, the Board voted to deny this 
request. 

REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF R/W SR 5 
POMPANO BEACH DENIED 
A request was received from the Board of 
County Commissioners of Broward County 
that the Department release a part of the 
right of way on the east side of State Road 
5, through Block 31 of Pinehurst Subdivision, 
provided the owners comply with City Ordi¬ 
nance No. 455 which requires a 20-foot set¬ 
back from the property line for any construc¬ 
tion. After discussion with the engineers it 
was agreed that this width of right of way 
should be retained, and on motion of Mr. 
Barber and seconded by Mr. Drake, the 
Board voted uanimously to deny this request. 

CONSENT TO A REPLAT OF 
MITCH ELL’S BEACH 
The Board received a request from S. 
Henry Harris, Attorney, for the joinder of 
the State Road Department as an owner in 
the rcplatting of a portion of Mitchell’s 
Beach at John’s Pass, Pinellas County. On 
motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. 
Drake, the joinder of the Department in the 
dedication of said plat was authorized, as 
recommended by the Engineer. 

TRANSFER OF FUNDS FOR 
CONSTITUTION MONUMENT PARK 
The Board received from Mr. Lewis G. 
Scoggin, Director of Florida Board of Parks 
and Historic Memorials, a letter asking for 
the transfer of the sum of $10,000 which was 
drawn by requisition of the State Road De¬ 
partment against the General Fund and set 
up for improvement and maintenance of 
Constitution Monument Park, at Port St. Joe, 
Florida as Job 5100-901 for the year 1949, 
under authority of Chapter 24122, Florida 
Statutes, 1947, but which sum of money had 
not as yet been used by the Department for 
such purpose. Mr. Scoggin’s letter stated 
further that the Board of Parks and Historic 
Memorials was ready to proceed with the 
proposed work on the Park as soon as the 
transfer of such funds could be effected. 

ON MOTION of Mr. Nelson, seconded by 
Mr. Barber, the Chairman was authorized to 
effect the transfer of the said $10,000 to the 
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Florida Board of Parks and Historic Me¬ 
morials. 

LITTLE TALBOT ISLAND STATE PARK 
The Board received a letter from Mr. Lewis 
G. Scoggin, Director of the Florida Board of 
Parks and Historic Memorials, transmitting 
copy of a resolution adopted by that Board 
with relation to the proposed Little Talbot 
Island State Park. The resolution quoted 
from minutes of the Road Department of 
June 7, 1943, October 25, 1943, and February 
18, 1946, setting out its intention of consider¬ 
ing plans for the extension of Heckscher 
Drive to Little Talbot Island and the erec¬ 
tion of a bridge across Fort George Inlet, 
and of turning over to the State Board of 
Forestry and Parks all the land not needed 
for said road and bridge, to be developed 
as a state recreational area or park. The 
resolution said further that the Florida 
Board of Parks and Historic Memorials, legal 
successor to the State Board of Forestry and 
Parks in all rights, powers, duties and priv¬ 
ileges relating to park matters, was making 
plans for the establishment and development 
of Little Talbot Island and the surrounding 
area as a public state park and recreational 
center, and requested the Department to de¬ 
termine the area of lands that could be set 
aside for state park and recreational pur¬ 
poses, and to convey or cause to be conveyed 
said lands to Florida Board of Parks and 
Historical Memorials for said state park. 

On motion of Mr. Drake, seconded by Mr. 
Nelson, action in this matter was deferred 
pending full investigation and study. 

REVISION OF DEPARTMENT POLICY 
RE PERMITS FOR POWER LINES 
At the suggestion of William A. Kratzert, 
State Engineer of Maintenance, the Board 
gave consideration to a revision of its policy 
in issuing permits for power lines in excess 
of 13,200 volts. On motion of Mr. Nelson, 
seconded by Mr. Drake, the following resolu¬ 
tion was adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Chairman 
and/or the Secretary be given authority to 
grant power line permits in excess of 13,200 
volts, where a facility had already been 
in existence prior to the acquisition of the 
road by the Department, and the relocation 
of the facilities is required due to construc¬ 
tion reasons, when such permit has received 
the approval of the Engineer and the 
Attorney. 

COMPLETION OF SUWANNEE AND 
CALHOUN COUNTIES' FSIC 
PROGRAMS 

Mr. W. A. Williams, General Auditor, re¬ 
ported to the Board that the FSIC road and 
bridge construction programs in Suwannee 
County and in Calhoun County had been 
completed, final estimates having been paid 
April 7 and April 8, respectively. 

Upon motion by Mr. Nelson and seconded 
by Mr. Drake, the following resolution was 
adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the State Road De¬ 
partment of Florida, that the completion of 
the FSIC road and bridge construction pro¬ 
grams in Suwannee and Calhoun Counties 
be each certified to the State Board of Ad¬ 
ministration and the Florida State Improve¬ 
ment Commission, in accordance with the 
lease-purchase agreements heretofore made 
in connection with the said programs. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the 


Chairman and the Secretary be and they are 
hereby authorized to execute and deliver 
appropriate certificates as evidence of the 
completion of said programs. 

REVISION OF FEDERAL AID SYSTEM 
IN FLORIDA 

On motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. 
Drake, the following resolution was adopted: 

WHEREAS, it is expedient and necessary 
for the proper improvement and development 
of the Federal Aid System, in the State of 
Florida, that a revision in Federal Aid Route 
No. 31 be effected; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
by the State Road Department of Florida, 
that the following designated revision in 
Federal Aid Route No. 31 is necessary for 
the proper improvement and development 
thereof, to wit: 

From intersection with State Road No. 
600, Federal Aid Route No. 7, in Lake¬ 
land northwesterly to intersection with 
State Road No. 50, Federal Aid Route 
No. 22, near Rital. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the 
Bureau of Public Roads, Department of Com¬ 
merce, be petitioned to approve the proposed 
revision described herein. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that neces¬ 
sary certified copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the Bureau of Public Roads, 
Department of Commerce. 


REMOVAL OF POLES ALONG 
PENSACOLA BAY BRIDGE 
The Board received a request from the 
Santa Rosa Island Authority, J. H. Sherrill, 
Chairman, that the poles along Pensacola 
Bay Bridge which formerly carried the elec¬ 
tric lights for said bridge be removed, since 
wires have been taken down and there is no 
apparent further use for these poles along 
said bridge, and further asking that these 
poles be donated for use as street light 
standards on Santa Rosa Island. 

After discussing the matter, on motion of 
Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. Drake, the 
Board voted to donate the poles as requested, 
on condition that Santa Rosa Island Author¬ 
ity remove said poles. 

HOUSE MOVING AS TRAFFIC HAZARDS 
Mr. Drake brought up the question of the 
hazards to traffic on highways by the mov¬ 
ing of houses, with emphasis on the excess¬ 
ive widths of some of the houses now being 
moved. 

On motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. 
Barber, it was agreed that Mr. Drake the 
State Highway Engineer and all the District 
Engineers serve as a committee to make a 
study of the effect of house moving on high¬ 
way traffic, with request that if possible this 
committee be prepared to make recommenda¬ 
tions at the next meeting of the Board for a 
policy to be adopted by the Department. 
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DELEGATIONS AND REQUESTS 
Egcambia County 

Mr. Webb Jernigan, Nominee for Member 
of the Legislature from Escambia County, 
Mr. Mellon, Attorney for the City of Pensa¬ 
cola, R. G. Patterson of the Santa Rosa 
Island Authority, and Mr. Charles Smith, 
Contractor, were present from Escambia 
County. Mr. Jernigan emphasized his pleas¬ 
ure at having the Department hold a meet¬ 
ing in Pensacola and pledged his cooperation 
with the Road Board. Mr. Mellon spoke in 
behalf of the Mayor, who had to be out of 
the city, extending a welcome to those at¬ 
tending this meeting and wishing for them 
a pleasant stay in Pensacola. He also ex¬ 
pressed their hope that the Road Board 
would look into the road affairs of Escambia 
County. 

Mr. Smith extended a welcome to the Road 
Board to West Florida in behalf of the con¬ 
tractors of that section of the State. He 
spoke especially of their gratitude for the 
Pensacola Beach Bridge. 

Mr. Patterson, speaking for the Santa Rosa 
Island Authority, said they would agree with 
the Department’s recommendation in the 
matter of tolls. 

Dade County 

Mr. E. A. Anderson, County Engineer for 
Dade County, filed resolutions of the Board 
of County Commissioners, requesting advance 
of funds for right of way on 7th Avenue 
and on Golden Glades Road, in accordance 
with the Department’s policy for such ad¬ 
vance funds. 

ADVANCE OF FUNDS FOR SECTION 

8717, STATE ROAD 826, DADE COUNTY 

On motion of Mr. Barber, seconded by Mr. 
Nelson, the following resolution was adopted: 

WHEREAS, Dade County has been re¬ 
quested to obtain and furnish to the State 


Road Department the right of way for Sec¬ 
tion 8717, State Road 826, known as the 
Golden Glades Road, in Dade County, and 
said County does not have the money with 
which to acquire said right of way at this 
time, and has made request of the State Road 
Department for an advance of money in the 
sum of $35,000 to be used for the acquisition 
of the requested right of way. 

BE IT RESOLVED that the advance of 
funds in the sum of $35,000 for right of way 
on Section 8717, State Road 826, between NW 
2nd Avenue and State Road 5, Dade County, 
be made to Dade County, when the Chair¬ 
man of this Department has entered into a 
proper agreement with the Board of County 
Commissioners of said Dade County cover¬ 
ing the repayment to the Department of said 
sum of $35,000 from the 80% surplus gasoline 
tax funds accruing to the credit of Dade 
County. 

ADVANCE OF FUNDS FOR SECTION 

8714, STATE ROAD 7, DADE COUNTY 

On motion of Mr. Barber, seconded by Mr. 
Nelson, the following resolution was adopted: 

WHEREAS this Department has requested 
Dade County to acquire and furnish to the 
State Road Department right of way for 
Section 8714, State Road 7, Northwest 79th 
Street to Gratigny Drive, in said county, and 
said County does not have the money with 
which to acquire this right of way at this 
time, and has made request of the State 
Road Department for an advance of money 
in the sum of $225,000, to be used for the 
acquisition of the requested right of way. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
that the advance of funds in the sum of 
$225,000 be made to Dade County for acquisi¬ 
tion of the requested right of way for Sec¬ 
tion 8714, State Road 7, when the Chairman 
of this Department has entered into a proper 


agreement with the Board of County Com¬ 
missioners of said Dade County covering the 
repayment to the Department of said sum of 
$225,000 from the 80% surplus gasoline tax 
funds accruing to the credit of Dade County. 

Volusia County 

The delegation appearing from Volusia 
County included H. M. Saxon and Elmer 
Blank, County Commissioners, Ed Altman, 
Mayor of New Smyrna, John R. DeBerry, 
President of the Bank of New Smyrna, M. E. 
Sear, N. L. Bryan and Geo. Carrison, inter¬ 
ested citizens. 

Mr. Saxon expressed his delight at the 
progress that had been made in their con¬ 
ferences with reference to the New Smyrna 
Beach Bridge. 

Chairman McKethan reported to the other 
Board Members that he had held several 
conferences with Volusia County delegations 
on the proposed bridge at New Smyrna. He 
said that a study had been made of this 
situation, of building the bridge as a toll 
bridge, and it was apparent that sufficient 
funds could be realized from tolls to finance 
the bridge, but the local group considered a 
toll bridge impractical because of the free 
bridges to the north and south. He explained 
that New Smyrna was in a special road and 
toll bridge district which had authority to 
issue bonds, and they hoped to issue bonds, 
authorized by a vote of the people, for an 
amount sufficient to build the proposed 
bridge, and the Board of Administration had 
said that it was believed a very attractive 
interest rate might be obtained. The Chair¬ 
man explained further that the special road 
and bridge district authorities desired to 
turn the bond proceeds over to the State 
Road Department to build the bridge in 
accordance with the Department’s standard 
specifications, and was requesting the De¬ 
partment to enter into a lease-purchase 
agreement to purchase the bridge on a basis 
of a yearly rental-purchase price over the 
number of years necessary to retire the 
bonds. He reminded the Board that the 
amount of money the Department would pay 
annually under the proposed lease-purchase 
agreement would be only a little more than 
the yearly cost of maintaining the old struc¬ 
ture. 

Mr. DeBerry stated to the Board that the 
Chairman had covered their request. He 
told them that this bridge had long been 
desired but the time had now come when 
it was a necessity. He said they felt there 
would be no difficulty in floating the bonds 
if the Department would agree to enter into 
the lease purchase agreement. 

NEW SMYRNA BEACH BRIDGE 

Mr. Taylor, Member from the Second Dis¬ 
trict, was requested to take the chair. 
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On motion of Mr. Drake, seconded by Mr. 
McKethan, Mr. Nelson and Mr. Barber, the 
following resolution was adopted: 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commis¬ 
sioners of Volusia County, Florida, by resolu¬ 
tion adopted April 20, 1950 requested the 
Department to enter into a lease-purchase 
agreement with said Board of County Com¬ 
missioners, acting for and on behalf of the 
Turnbull Road and Bridge District, cover¬ 
ing a new bridge to be built out of the 
proceeds of a bond issue of said District 
in the amount of approximately $800,000, the 
Department to pay as rentals from year to 
year an amount sufficient to pay the debt 
service on said bond issue; and 
WHEREAS, it appears to the Department 
that the construction of a new bridge across 
the Hillsboro River between the mainland 
and the beach at New Smyrna Beach in 
Volusia County, Florida, is a desirable addi¬ 
tion to the State Road System of Florida 
and will serve the public interest of the 
County and the State, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
by a State Road Department of Florida 
that it hereby expresses its willingness to 
enter into a lease-purchase agreement in 
due and appropriate form with the Board of 
County Commissioners of Volusia County, 
Florida, acting for and on behalf of the 
Turnbull Road and Bridge District, covering 
a new bridge at the location hereinabove 
described, under which agreement the De¬ 
partment shall have the possession of said 
bridge and shall operate and maintain the 
same and shall pay as rentals therefor from 
year to year an amount sufficient to pay the 
principal and interest of said bond issue, 
provided that the following conditions are 
met: 

a. That the net proceeds of said bond issue 
be delivered to the Department and that the 
bridge be constructed by the Department 
out of said proceeds, in accordance with the 
Department’s standards as to design, mate¬ 
rials and construction. 

b. That all costs incidental to the con¬ 
struction of said bridge, including surveys, 
designs, plans and specifications, supervision 
of construction and all other costs of engi¬ 
neering on said bridge, as well as the costs 
of construction, itself, shall be borne by said 
Department out of the proceeds of said bond 
issue. 

Appreciation of County 
Mr. Blank said he spoke for the entire 
Board of County Commissioners in express¬ 
ing their gratitude for the action of the Road 
Department, and all members of the delega¬ 
tion gave expressions of appreciation. Mr. 
Altman described this as a very happy mo¬ 
ment in their lives, and he extended an in¬ 
vitation to the Road Department to meet in 
New Smyrna in August or at any time they 
could arrange to do so. 

STATE HIGHWAY ENGINEER 
REPORTS ON PROGRESS 
State Highway Engineer Turnbull reported 
to the Board on the progress being made on 


the 1950 budget, stating that to date, with 
less than one-third of the year gone, 47% of 
the funds in the 1950 Budget have been ob¬ 
ligated and 51% of the projects initiated, or 
that about one-half of the Budget has been 
committed in the first one-third of the year. 

Chairman McKethan expressed the appre¬ 
ciation of the entire Board for the fine work 
that has been done by the Engineering De¬ 
partment to get the program underway. 

MEETING RECESSED TO NEXT DAY 

On motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. 
Drake, the meeting was recessed to convene 
at nine o’clock of the morning of Tuesday, 
May 9. 

SESSION OF TUESDAY, MAY 9 

At nine o’clock on Tuesday morning, May 
9th, the meeting of the State Road Depart¬ 
ment convened, pursuant to recess at the 
close of the session on Monday, with the 
same attendance. 

P ROPO S E D FLO It ID A-ALABAMA 
BRIDGE ON GULF 

Senator Phillip D. Beall and Mr. Earl 
Westmark, Chairman of the Board of County 
Commissioners of Escambia County, were 
present in the interest of taking preliminary 
steps toward the building of a bridge linking 
Florida and Alabama on the Gulf coast. 
Also, present from the Alabama State High¬ 
way Department were Mr. Howard Williams, 
Assistant Highway Director, and Mr. C. C. 
Clayton, Assistant Bridge Engineer. 

Senator Beall introduced the subject with 


the statement that for some time past both 
the Florida and Alabama authorities had 
expressed an interest in the linking of the 
two states together by a bridge at some 
point on the gulf coast, and that he under¬ 
stood an allocation of $4,000 had been made 
by the Florida Road Department for a sur¬ 
vey by the engineers to select the most 
desirable route. The representatives from 
the Alabama Highway Department said they 
were present, but because of a recent Gov¬ 
ernor’s race in their state they were not in 
position to make any promises at this time, 
but it was their belief that Alabama would 
cooperate with Florida on the desired project. 

On motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. 
Drake, the Board voted to request and 
authorize the State Highway Engineer to 
meet with the representatives of the Alabama 
Highway Department for the purpose of dis¬ 
cussing the project, looking toward an engi¬ 
neering survey. 

Mr. Westmark expressed his appreciation 
for the opportunity for their meeting at this 
time and said the agreement and under¬ 
standing was all that could be expected. 

ANNOUNCEMENT FOR NEXT 
BOARD MEETING 

The Chairman announced that the next 
meeting of the Board would be held at 
Panama City on Thursday and Friday, June 
15th and 16th. 

ADJOURNMENT 

On motion of Mr. Drake, seconded by Mr. 
Taylor, the meeting was adjourned. 
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S. R. D. Operations Report 


Bridge Division Report 

During the month of May plans were completed for the following nine projects and 
planning was in progress on 11 additional bridge projects in various parts of the State. 


Section-Job 

Road 

County 

Description 

1008-107 

600-A 

Hillsborough 

Special Culverts 

1407-201 

35 

Pasco 

Special Culverts 

7452-150 

108 

Nassau 

Special Culverts 

6002-201 

30 

Walton 

Peach Creek Bridge — 100-ft. steel-and-concrete 
trestle 

4604-203 

75 

Bay 

Bear Creek Bridge — 275-ft. steel-and-concrete 
trestle 

8619-103 

823 

Broward 

South New River Canal Bridge — 136-ft. steel-and- 
concrete trestle with 33-ft. movable span 

9355-150 

806 

Palm Beach 

4 bridges West of Delray — 165 feet overall length, 
all concrete construction 

3603-301 

25 

Marion 

Two 4-lane overpasses, 276 feet and 300 feet in 
length over ACL and combined ACL-SAL tracks 
in Ocala 

7012-103 

3 

Brevard 

Indian River Relief Bridge at Eau Gallie — 684-ft. 
steel-and-concrete trestle 


Permits plans were prepared and construc¬ 
tion permits were applied for on the dredg¬ 
ing for the first miles of the crossing of 
Tampa Bay to connect Pinellas and Manatee 
Counties and for a new bridge to cross the 
Aiafia River on Road 45 in Hillsborough 
County. 

Construction work was commenced on 
the Arlington Bridge to cross the St. Johns 
River at Jacksonville with the driving of 
test piles by the George D. Auchter Com¬ 
pany, contractors for the first section of the 
substructure. The Bridge Department has 
been directing precise surveys for control 
of construction on this bridge. 

Several conferences were held with the 
firm of Consulting Engineers who are pre¬ 
paring the detail plans for the Pinellas- 
Manatee Bay Crossing. The plans and 
specifications have been completed and ap¬ 
proved for two contracts covering the driv¬ 
ing of test piles at all bridge sites and the 
hydraulic fills for the first 4 1 A miles of the 
crossing. The first of these contracts has 
been advertised for bids. 

One of the bridge projects advertised this 
month calls for redecking of a 3000-foot 
timber bridge crossing the Kissimmee River 
on Road 70 with precast concrete planks. 
This is a new type of construction with this 
Department and so far as is known is un¬ 
precedented in any part of the country. 
The cost is expected to be approximately 
the same as normal timber construction and 
maintenance should be negligible for the 
entire life of the supporting timber parts. 
While this type of construction has been 
thoroughly tested by our maintenance de¬ 
partment and found to be practical, this 
project will be the first of this type to be 
undertaken by contract. The bids are, there¬ 
fore, being awaited with much interest. 

Traffic and Planning Division 
Planning Section—Inventory, 

Mapping and Records: 

Routine work on maps, diagrams and 


other records have been brought up to a 
more current status than at any time since 
January, 1950. 

Maps and supporting data were completed 
and submitted to the Bureau of Public Roads 
on the remaining counties making initial 
requests for additions to the Federal Aid 
Secondary System. 

During the latter part of April the re¬ 
quired maps and data were prepared and 
submitted to the American Association of 
State Highway Officials requesting the ex¬ 
tension of U. S. Route No. 441 from Orlando 
to Miami. This matter will be acted upon 
at the June meeting of the Route Numbering 
Committee of the AASHO. 

In addition to other routine work the 
Field Engineers completed inventory sur¬ 
veys of all roads—which the counties re¬ 
quested be set up on the Secondary State 
Maintained System. The official record of 
these roads was set up on Form No. 570 
and copies distributed to office and field 
personnel. 

Federal-Aid Urban System: On May 16 
a request was submitted to the Bureau of 
Public Roads for approval of the extension 
of the Ocala Urban Area boundaries to con¬ 
form with the extended city limits. This 
was approved by the Bureau on May 24 and 
clears the way for action on the proposed 
Federal-Aid Urban System. 

Progress Chart for Survey, Plan and Right 
of Way Operations: This detailed chart of 
operations, prepared and to be kept up by 
the Traffic and Planning Division, was 
placed in effect on May 1, 1950. 

Aerial Mapping: The final drafting of 
Nassau County is 90 percent complete. The 
compilation of the Indian River County 
manuscript is 50 percent complete and land 
section corners of Bradford and Union Coun¬ 
ties are being located. 

A special Aerial Mosaic was prepared on 
a portion of the Jacksonville Super High¬ 
way locations. 


Road Life and Cost Accounting: The rou¬ 
tine operations consisted of recording cost 
records of construction and maintenance by 
Road Sections, assigning Job Numbers, and 
continuing the development of historical 
records on all construction for the purpose 
of carrying on Road Life Studies required 
by the Bureau of Public Roads. 

Insofar as could be determined the assign¬ 
ment of Sections and Job Numbers was 
brought to a current status on the Secondary 
Road Program. 

Finance: All routine monthly reports were 
prepared and submitted to the Bureau of 
Public Roads on schedule. Most of this 
month was devoted to the preparation of 
the Annual County Finance Report which 
is over 95 percent complete. Not much 
progress was made during the month on 
the reports of street expenditures by mu¬ 
nicipalities. This work is about 20 percent 
complete for the current fiscal year. 

Traffic Section: 

Signs and Signals: Eighteen investigations 
were made and twenty-one reports were 
submitted. 

Continuing Traffic Survey: The Spring 
cycle of traffic counts will be completed 
during the first week in June and the Sum¬ 
mer cycle will begin June 12. Traffic 
counts during the summer cycle will be 
concentrated, to a large extent, on secondary 
roads in order that proper pavement types 
and widths may be designed. 

Special Urban Surveys: The field work 
on the Clearwater and St. Petersburg origin 
and destination surveys have been completed 
and the information is now being coded. 

Coding of interviews on the Bradenton- 
Sarasota origin and destination survey is 
nearing completion and the office analysis 
of this and the Pinellas County surveys will 
be under way in June. 

The report is now being written on the 
Gainesville survey and is expected to be 
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ready for submission in its preliminary form 
by the end of June. 

Preliminary work in connection with the 
Miami Urban Area Survey is now being 
completed and the external field interviews 
and internal prelisting should begin before 
the end of June. 


First District Report 

Several sizeable jobs were completed in 
this District during the month of May. Cone 
Brothers Contracting Company completed 
the Federal Aid Projects on Roads 41 and 
50 from Brooksville to six miles Southeast. 
J. W. Conner and Sons, Inc., completed 
their contract on State Road No. 39 from 
Plant City to Hopewell, and the Brinson 
Construction Company completed the con¬ 
struction of Road 82 in Lee and Hendry 
Counties. The contract amount of these 
jobs totaled over $700,000. 

The Secondary Program of the 1950 
Budget is getting underway and one or 
more jobs have been started in all but four 
counties in this District. We hope to have 
work underway in all counties not later 
than the last of June. 

Recently promoted to Assistant Project 
Engineers in this District were; A. R. 
(Reggie) Morrow, R. B. Downing, Jr., and 
M. A. Odom. All of these men are long 
time employees with the Department and 
are well qualified to handle construction 
projects. 

We have been advised that John A. 
Lanehart, a former employee who gradu¬ 
ates from the University of Florida in June, 
has accepted a job with W. L. Cobb Con¬ 
struction Company. We wish John the 
best of luck in this new venture. 

Mr. Norman M. Hopkins, who was given 
a leave of absence to work for Pinellas 
County, returned to the Department on May 
26. While with Pinellas County Mr. Hopkins 
was Project Engineer on the Belleair Beach 
Causeway and bridge. This bridge and ap¬ 
proaches were constructed by the W. H. 
Armston Company at a cost of approximate¬ 
ly $1,250,000 and was completed six months 
ahead of schedule. 

State forces have started work on the 
widening of Main Street in Auburndale. 
This jvork consists of resetting the curb and 
gutter back ten feet and adjusting existing 
drainage structures. The additional pave¬ 
ment will be limerock base and retread 
surface will be applied to the entire street 
width. Recessed parking areas will be con¬ 
structed for the schools and churches. 

Plans are underway for the construction 
of the Myakka State Park Roads and this 
work will start the first week in June. 


Fourth District Report 

During the month of May activities in the 
Fourth District were greatly accelerated. A 
contract was awarded to Polk Construction 
Company on Job 9300-112, Belvedere Road, 
in Palm Beach County consisting of asphal¬ 
tic concrete surface course Type 2 and one 


Report for Engineer of Federal Aid 

During the month of May field reviews were made of the following projects with the 
representatives of the Bureau of Public Roads: 


Project No. 

County 

Road No. 

Location 

U1-002-2(5) 1 

UGI-002-2(4) | 
FGI-002-2(3) [- 

Marion 

25 

Ocala Bypass 

FI-002-2(2) J 
UI-003-6(l) 

Volusia 

5 

Ridgewood Ave. in Daytona Beach 

F-021-K1) 

Putnam 

15 

Crescent City—a point 2.3 mi. N. 

S-271(2) 

Union 

S-229 

Bradford Co. Line to Raiford 

F-017-l(l) 

Walton 

30 

Bridges between Santa Rosa & Bay County 

F-020-l(3) 

Bay 

75 

Line 

Bridges between Bear Creek & Jackson 


County Line 

The following projects were processed to the advertising stage with the Bureau of 
Public Roads and the projects advertised for bids to be received in Panama City on June 16, 


1950: 


Project No. 

County 

Road No. 

Location 

F-012-l(l) 

Lee 

45 

Brs. South of Ft. Myers 

FI-006-3(l) 

Jackson 

10 

Cypress to Sneads 

F-017-l(l) 

Walton 

30 

Between Santa Rosa and Bay Co. Line 

S-283(l) 

Franklin 

384 & 385 

In Apalachicola 

S-284(l) 

Franklin 

384 & 385 

In Apalachicola 

S-264(2) 

Jefferson 

146 

End of S-264(l)—Ashville 

S-271(2) 

Union 

S-229 

Between Bradford Co. Line & Radford 

FGI-003-4(15) 

St. Lucie & 




Indian River 

5 

Oslo Overpass 

U1-002-2(5) 1 




UGI-002-2(4) j 


f 500 


FGI-002-2(3) l 

Marion 

1 25 

Ocala Bypass 

FI-002-2(2) J 


[200 


UI-003-6(l) 

Volusia 

5 

Daytona Beach to 3.0 mi. N. 

F-022-2(2) ) 

Sumter 



FG-022-2(6) J 

& Lake 

50 

Tarrytown to Lake Co. Line 

S-291(2) 

St. Lucie 

A-l-A 

Ft. Pierce to Indian River County Line 


Phone 2-1966 

ELECTRICAL REPAIRS 
TAMPA ARMATURE WORKS 

— 401 So. Morgan St. — 

Tampa, Florida 

Phone 52086 

TURNER ELECTRIC WORKS 
— 1020 E. 8th St. — 

Jacksonville, Florida 


SOLOMAN'S DAIRY, INC. 

DAIRY PRODUCTS 

Grade "A" Milk—Raw and Pasteurized—Wholesale Ice Cream 

QUINCY, FLORIDA 


3-3178 

P. 0. BOX 991 

PHONES 33-4793 

E. H. HOLCOMB, JR. 

CONTRACTOR 

Bulldozing — Asphalt Paving — Excavating 

CLEARWATER, FLA. 



CARBURETOR HEADQUARTERS 



PATTEN SALES COMPANY, 

INC. 


^^$5 IT 

824 N.E. First Ave. 

^ MIAMI, FLA. 

fJ -Lj 

[ELECTRIC =4 



jr 

AUT0LITE 



724 Laura Street 

l«u mm SERVICE I 



JACKSONVILLE, FLA. 



"SPECIALIZED AUTOMOTIVE PARTS AND 

SERVICE" 



Thirty-eight 
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Testing Performed by the Division of Tests for the Month of May, 1950 

Materials 

No. of 
Individual 

Tests 

Remarks 

Cement 

188 

In addition 7,791 bbls. tested and inspected 

Mixing water for concrete 

120 

at source 

Fine aggregates 

187 


Coarse aggregates 

757 


Concrete 

865 

Cylinders 

Concrete 

4 

Design mix 

Concrete 

2 

Membrane curing compound 

Brick 

50 


Block complete 

5 


Corrugated metal pipe 

81 


Cast iron pipe 

3 


Concrete culvert pipe 

79 

In addition 27,353 lin. ft. tested and in¬ 

Reinforcing steel 

253 

spected at source 

In addition 169,674 lbs. tested and in¬ 

Welds 

8 

spected at source 

Welder qualification test 

Limerock 

5,790 


Paints 

56 


Bituminous materials 

573 


Mineral aggregates 

93 


Bituminous pavement (Lab.) 

23 


Bituminous mixtures 

108 


Bituminous mixtures 

6 

Design mixes 

Stabilities 

5 

Hubbard-Field 

Premoulded joint filler 

24 


Soils 

838 


Untreated piling 

8,865 lin. ft. 


Untreated lumber 

400,923 FBM 


Treated piling 

8,065 lin. ft. 


Treated lumber 

374,551 FBM 


Expansion joint material 

— 

1,541 ft. tested and inspected at the source 

Transport tanks 

— 

9 calibrated 

Asphalt distributors 

— 


Base thicknesses 

380 

Limerock 

Base widths 

380 

Limerock 

Pavement thicknesses 

103 

Bituminous pavement 

Pavement widths 

103 

Bituminous pavement 

Straight-edge and Template 

17.4 miles 





Concrete Pavement 
your best investment 
in Roads 

W HEN a state’s principal roads are built 
of portland cement concrete, highway 
funds are conserved because concrete roads 
are long-lived and economical to maintain. 


PORTLAND CEMENT ASSOCIATION 

Hurt Building, Atlanta 3, Ga. 

A national organization to improve and extend the uses of concrete • • • 
through scientific reseai Ji and engineering field woik 


to Brinson Construction Company on Job 
9306-112, Road A1A, between the South 
City Limits of Lake Worth and a point 2 V 2 
miles North, this work to consist of lime 
rock base with a bitumious surface treated 
pavement. 

The jobs started during May were 8605- 
109, replacing a portion of the bridge over 
Sospiro Canal on Road A1A in Fort Lauder¬ 
dale. This work is being carried on very 
rapidly by Powell Brothers, Inc.; on Job 
9409-103 Finley P. Smith is constructing a 
lime rock base bituminous surface treated 
pavement parking area at the Farmer’s Mar¬ 
ket in Fort Pierce; Belcher Oil Company 
started work on Job 9107-202, Road 70, in 
Okeechobee. This work consists of grading, 
stabilizing, constructing an 8-inch double¬ 
course rock base with surface treatment 
Type 2 together with the necessary drainage 
structures. On Job 8614-102, Williams and 
Stockton are constructing a rock base sur¬ 
face treated pavement parking area at the 
Pompano Farmers Market; and R. H. Wright 
and Son, Inc. are working on Job 8605-108, 
Road A1A in Broward County. This work 
consists of reworking and widening existing 
sections of rock base and applying an as¬ 
phaltic concrete Type 2 surface. 

During May the following jobs were com¬ 
pleted: 8907-105 by J. D. Manly Construc¬ 
tion Company. The work consisted of re¬ 
working and widening the existing lime rock 
base and applying a bituminous surface 
treatment on State Road 710 in Martin 
County. Asphalt Paving Company com¬ 
pleted Job 9310-109 on Road 25 in Palm 
Beach County. This work consisted of con¬ 
structing an asphaltic concrete surface 
course Type 2. Belcher Oil Company 
completed Job 9314-903, Road 716 in Palm 
Beach County. The work consisted of ap¬ 
plying bituminous mineral coat. Marion 
Construction Company completed Job 9107- 
902, Road 70 in Okeechobee County, which 
work consisted of surface treatment Type 2; 
Job 9109-901, Road 66, Okeechobee County, 
where the work was applying bituminous 
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mineral coat, and Job 9407-106, Road 68, 
St. Lucie County, reworking and widening 
existing lime rock base and applying bitu¬ 
minous surface treatment. State Forces 
completed work on Bridge 117, Road 90, in 
Collier County. This work consisted of re¬ 
moving an existing timber deck, raising and 
extending the existing foundations and plac¬ 
ing a precast concrete deck slab on a seven 
span bridge. The method of construction 
was similar to that outlined by Assistant 
District Engineer Winston Carlton during 
his talk on Precast Concrete Bridges on May 
11th at the Fourth Annual Highway Con¬ 
ference in Gainesville. Previously, State 
Forces completed Bridge No. 19 on Road 
90 in Collier County where it was necessary 
to cut off the existing timber pile bents and 
to pour concrete piers, using the existing 
cutoffs as foundations. 

During May weather conditions were 
favorable to increased construction progress. 
R. H. Wright and Son, Inc., made excep¬ 
tional progress on both Jobs 8605-108 and 
9312-201. The same was true of Brinson 
Construction Company on Job 0305-201 and 
Cleary Brothers Construction Company on 
Jobs 9375-102 and 9375-103. 


Growth in Livestock Industry 
Raises Cattle Pass Question 

By J. A. Murray 
Tribune Staff Writer 

(Reprinted from the Tampa Tribune) 

Because of the growth of Florida 
as a cattle state, with fast highways 
being developed through great range 
areas, Florida cattle interests have 
called on the State Road Department 
to construct passageways beneath 
roads at regular intervals, through 
which stock may be driven with 
safety. 

Under proposals by the Florida 
Cattlemen’s Association now before 
Chairman McKethan of the State 
Road Department, these cattle passes 
would be put in as a safety measure, 
just as highways are now carried over 
railroads. 


They are being pushed as a neces¬ 
sity to cattle owners as well as to save 
the lives of motorists, to whom stray 
cattle have long been a menace. 

Despite the fact that most good 
herds are now behind fences, and 
all will be fenced off through high¬ 
ways under Florida’s no-fence law, 
cattlemen say the danger of stray 
cattle remains, and need of passage¬ 
ways is as critical as ever. 

Statewide Policy 

Construction of the passes, which 
cattlemen call “overpasses,” involves 
a statewide road department policy, 
and McKethan today said he would 
be glad to discuss it with represen¬ 
tatives of the association, or anyone 
else who can speak for cattle interests. 

The cattlemen have asked that a 
passageway, not less than 10 feet 
wide and eight feet high, be con- 


SCOTT 

CONSTRUCTION 

COMPANY 


ROADS AND BRIDGES 


P. O. BOX 71 


THOMASVILLE, GA. 


FLORIDA'S 
LARGEST PAINT 
FACTORY 

Research and Control Laboratories 

1022-26 N. 19th Street 
TAMPA, FLORIDA 

Specialists in U. S. Government, Army, Navy, Air Corps, 
State, County and Municipal Specification Paint Products 



ENSIGN NO. 395-A 

Is not a Highway Number. Nearly every Industrial Execu¬ 
tive knows that No. 395-A is a Penetrating Metal Preserver 

PAR EXCELLENT. 

NOT A PAINT—A PENETRANT 

Ensign 395-A Inhibits Rust, Expells Moisture, Fills the Pores 
and Gives the Surface a Gloss-Black Finish. Used on Bridges, 
Barges, Ships, Structural Steel, and Machinery Subjected to 
the Destructive Action of Acid and Alkaline Solutions. Brine, 
Sulphur or Polluted Water. 

Forms a Tough Film that is Long Lasting, is Unaffected by 
Hot Water or Gasoline Splashings. 

FOR EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR USE ON WATER TANKS, 
STEEL OR WOOD. PACKING HOUSES, CANNING PLANTS, 
BREWERIES, AND DAIRIES. 

No Sand Blasting Necessary to Remove Old Rust—395-A 
Penetrates Right Through the Rust to Solid Metal Beneath. 
Wire Brush Loose Scale, then Simply Brush On or Spray 395-A. 

Over 10 Years A Favorite In Florida 

Packed in 55, 30, 15 and 5 Gallons, Costing $3.80, $3.85, 
$3.95, and $4.30. 

ALL ENSIGN PRODUCTS SHIPPED FOR 30-DAY TEST. IF 
NOT SATISFACTORY, ANY SIZE CONTAINER MAY BE 
RETURNED AND NO CHARGE MADE FOR THE MATERIAL 
USED IN TESTING. 

For Information Contact: 

J. J. Meredith 30 Wall St. # Orlando, Florida 
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structed every mile and a quarter 
through ranch territory. 

McKethan said he did not see any¬ 
thing unreasonable about the request, 
but pointed out that the cost would 
be considerable, and it might be dif¬ 
ficult always to rule where such cattle 
passes should be placed. 

Used in Texas 

They are in fairly general use in 
Texas, and McKethan said he had 
seen them in use under roads there 
on the big King Ranch. 

McKethan already has agreed to 
the construction of two passageways 
on a new link in the Dade City-Lake¬ 
land highway which passes through 
four and a half miles of pasture owned 
by Larkin Brothers, of Dade City. 
These may be the first to be built 
in range territory in Florida. 

W. M. Larkin, one of the owners 
of this pasture, which is cut in two 
by the highway, has long been a pro¬ 
ponent of the “overpass” idea and was 
active in getting the state association 
to come out for it. 

The association by resolutions at 
a meeting in Orlando in June asked 
that the State Road Department, 
counties, “and all other authorities 
constructing highways” be requested 
“to give due and careful consideration 
to the question of safety to life as 
well as the economic injury to which 
the various ranches may be sub¬ 
jected.” 

3 Killed in Night 

In a letter to McKethan, Larkin 
wrote that one night some time ago 
four head of cattle broke out of a new 
pasture on the Larkin Ranch and 
within an hour three had been killed 
by automobiles, two of which col¬ 
lided after one had struck a cow. 

He said this happened although he 
and his brothers and ranch hands were 
doing everything in their power to 
get the cows out of the way, and it 
was most fortunate no one was killed. 

“A yearling that gets outside of a 
fence trying to rejoin a herd at night 
could easily take as many lives as a 
train in an automobile wreck,” Larkin 
wrote. 

“I believe the adoption of a good 
usable cattle pass will do much to 


MAKE MORE MONEY 

with Allis-Chalmers Tractors 



Here's How A-C Tractors - 


Boost Profits . You get more done in a shorter time — and that 
means extra profit. Allis-Chalmers tractors, powered by rugged, economical 
GM diesel engines, travel quickly from cut to fill . . . turn instantly in their 
tracks . . . maneuver in and around tight places easily. What's more, their 
proper balance of weight, speed and power assures money-making performance 
on every job — pulling, pushing or lifting. 


Cut Costs. Figure your cost savings from just two outstanding Allis- 
Chalmers advantages. I) 1000-hour lubrication of truck wheels, support 
rollers and idlers. Think of it — just one lubrication every six months for 
tractors working 40 hours a week. 2) Engine parts that are interchangeable 
with GM engines on all models of A-C tractors and motor graders. This re¬ 
duces your parts inventory . . . simplifies fleet maintenance. 


your ALLIS-CHALMERS dealer 


SEABROOK TRUCK & TRACTOR CO. 

625 W. Gaines Street - Tallahassee, Florida 

SQUARE DEAL MACHINERY & SUPPLY CO. 

1331 Central Ave. - Orlando, Florida 


JUNE 1950 


Forty-one 






save life, minimize damages asked 
for rights-of-way, and do much to 
make the purchase of rights-of-way 
easier.” 

Cost $7000-$10,000 Each 
He said the department spends 
$125,000 on a railroad overpass, with 
the Federal Government paying most 
of the cost, while a passageway for 
cattle would cost from $7,000 to $10,- 
000 . 


He explained that high water would 
constitute a more difficult problem 


"WE SPECIALIZE 

IN WINDOWS" 

Walker and 

Haliowell 

BUILDING MATERIALS 

1027 Central Ave. 

Phone 2110 

SARASOTA, 

FLORIDA 


THE ROAD THAT LEADS TO BETTER 



ADVERTISERS' INDEX 

Allis Chalmers Mfg. Co._.— 41 

Armston & Co., W. H.. 36 

Alaga Coach Lines..... 32 

Armco Drainage & Metal Products. 28 

Atlanta & St. Andrews Bay Line _ 34 

Airdrome Park ......— 34 

Asphalt Paving Company...... 42 

A. & W. Glads, Inc...... 26 

Adams & Murphy Contracting Co.... 16 

Aquatite Tile Co..... 10 


in Florida than in Texas, and that in 
most cases here the highway would 
have to be raised, because an under¬ 
pass beneath a level roadbed would 
fill with water, and that it should be 
fairly large. 

“You can't drive these cows through 
a gopher hole, especially if it is full 
of water,” he said. 

Because of the increasing speed of 
automobile travel, he said it was 
now almost impossible to drive cows 
across or along a highway to get 
them from one pasture to another. 

McKethan suggested that cattlemen 
send representatives to a meeting of 
the road board to see what can be 
done about working out a cattle pass 
policy. 


Benton Construction Co., John A_ 27 

Butler Chevrolet Co., Inc.... 33 

Brewer Company of Florida.. 32 

Booker & Company, Inc.. 28 

Connell & Shultz ..... 28 

Cogswell, A. R..... 42 

Cleary Bros. Construction Co,......„ 28 

Crystal Ice Works..... 37 

Churchwell Company, J. H. .. 29 

Carr Creosoting Co., M. J...____ 29 

Chardkoff & Company......... 33 

Commercial Office Supply Co.. 37 

Crowder & Son, H. L...... 25 

Drainage Machinery & Supply Co.. 42 

Drew Company. H. &' W. B.. 28 

Dothan Ice Cream Co...... 24 

Bank of Dunedin........ 26 

Duke Lumber Company... 20 

Franklin Arms Hotel. 25 

Florida Crushed Stone ........ 42 

Florida-Georgia Tractor Co..... 44 

Floridan Hotel . 24 

Florida Portland Cement Co.... 43 

Florida Power & Light Co.......__.. 43 

Florida Concrete Pipe Co. 35 

Florida National Bank at St. Petersburg.... 25 

Ferman Chevrolet Co.. 2 

Greynolds Co., A. O..... 31 

Huck Paint Co., M. O.. 29 

Howard Hall Co. ..... 31 

Holcomb, E. H., Jr... 38 

Harris Standard Paint Co., Inc.... 40 

International Minerals & Chemicals.. 43 

Industrial Supply Corp. 25 

Kloeppel Hotels, Inc. ... 39 

Lamar Hotel .. 20 

Lakeland Ford Company... 16 

McLean Machinery Co. 27 

McIntosh, B. D... 31 

Miller Machine Co.... 28 

Moody & Sons, Inc., M. D.._.. 43 

Mexican Petroleum ... 32 

Murphy & Mills Corp. ........ 29 

Murphy Construction Co.. 29 

Material Sales Corporation... 30 

Meredith, J. J...... 40 

Orlando Transit Company. 43 

Oolite Rock Company. 30 

Ocala Lumber Sales, Inc.... 29 

Petroleum Carrier Corporation...... 43 

Patten Sales Co, ... ... 38 

Portland Cement Association. 39 

Pinellas Lumber Company... 33 

Respess Engraving Company...... 42 

Redwing Carriers, Inc..... 32 

Rich Company, A. F. 34 

St. John’s Box Company... 31 

Sherman Concrete Pipe Co..... 34 

San Carlos Hotel... 32 

Soloman’s Dairy ... 38 

Standard Oil Co... 22 

Summers, G. Powell. 25 

Scott Construction Co. 40 

Tampa Armature Works . 38 

Thomas Lumber Co., B. T. 32 

Taylor Parts & Supply Co._. 20 

Thomas Jefferson Hotel. 25 

Thomas Lumber Company... 33 

Taylor Co., John S.. 23 

Underwood & Sons, R. W.„;. 33 

Vero Beach Machine & Supply Shops..... 21 

Valencia Gardens . 30 

Winter Garden Citrus Growers. 27 

Woodstock Slag Corporation.. 34 

Wohl & Sons, Louis 37 

Wannamaker & Wells. 31 

Walker & Hallowell.. 42 

Walker Fertilizer Company... 29 


Wet colored garments, if wrapped in 
wax paper, can't discolor other damp cloth¬ 
ing in the laundry basket. 


REPAIRING RENTALS REBUILDING ELECTRIC WELDING 

ACETYLENE WELDING MACHINE WORK 

DRAINAGE MACHINERY & SUPPLY CO. 

PARTS AND SERVICE 


Hercules Motor Products 

Gas and Diesel Power Units 

"GMC" Trucks 

Drag Lines - Cranes - Shovels 


John Deere 

Tractors - Implements 


Telephone 1240—P. O. Box 787 

S. 5th St. & Citrus Aye. Fort Pierce, Florida 


A. R. COGSWELL 


“SINCE 1921” 


i; 


lue Prints 

33 WEST BAY ST. 


Photostat Prints 


TEL. 6-4271 


Engineering Supplies 

JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 


Florida Crushed Stone Company 



"BROOKSVILLE STONE" 


ASPHALT PAVING 

WASHED - CRUSHED - SIZED 

FOR ALL PURPOSES 


COMPANY 

Main Office: Ocala, Florida 



H. N. Camp, President 


Phones: Miami 48-9331—48-0527 

Quarries: 

CON ROCK, FLA. GAY, FLA. 


Box 786, Coral Gables, Fla. 
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HlfiHi# Value. 


REDDV KILOWATT SAYS: 

"Any Way You 
Look at it... 
SUNSHINE 
SERVICE 

is the 

BIGGEST BARGAIN 
YOUR BUDGET!” 


LOW in Rice 




FLORIDA DOHEWLiClIT COMMIT 


' tllll ' 


ORLANDO 
TRANSIT 
CO. 


ORANGE AVE. & 
WEBER AVE. 


ORLANDO, FLA. 

Sidney M. Swope, Manager • Dial 2-0744 


FOR 

STORM SAFETY 


build with 



Flohida Portland Cement Division 
General Portland Cement Company 



Phone 44896- 

P. O. Box 4399 

PETROLEUM 

CARRIER CORP. 

GENERAL OFFICES 

369 Margaret St. 

Jacksonville, Fla. 


M. D. MOODY & SONS, INC. 

Road Building & Construction Machinery & Supplies 

Complete Parts Service For All Types 
Industrial Equipment 

A. C. L. Warehouse No. 2, Riverside Viaduct—Telephone 4-5571 

JACKSONVILLE 4, FLORIDA 


FLORIDA PHOSPHATES 

are produced by International at its Noralyn, Peace 
Valley and Achan Mines for the mineral-rich 
plant foods which promote the growth of 
larger crops of food of high quality 
and nutritional value in America 
and throughout the world. 



International Mineral & Chemical Corporation 
General Offices: 20 North Wacker Drive, Chicago 6 





















































CASH HON W T 
STATE LIBRIAN 
TALLAHASSEE FLA 



FLORIIA-GEORGIA TRACTOR COIPAHT 

SAVANNAH JACKSONVILLE TALLAHASSEE ORLANDO 

LAKELAND TAMPA MIAMI 


INTERNATIONAL 

Crawler & Industrial Wheel Tractors 
Diesel Engines and Power Units 

BUCYRUS-ERIE 

Dozers and Scrapers 

GALION 

Motor Graders and Rollers 

NORTHWEST 

Shovels - Cranes - Draglines 

EUCLID 

Earthmoving Equipment 

ROGERS 

Heavy Duty Low-Bed Trailers 

HOUGH 

Payloaders 


Whatever your requirements in equipment, we've 
got what you need to do your job quickly and 
economically. The list on the left is only a few 
of the leading lines sold and serviced by our 
plants located throughout Florida and southeast 
Georgia, plus complete stocks of parts, contrac¬ 
tors' supplies and excellent facilities for repairs 
and rebuilding. Our time and service is always 
available to help you select the type of equipment 
best suited for the job that has to be done. Visit, 
phone or write us for information on equipment 
that pays dividends. 

Construction 9 Industrial and 
Logging Equipment 


SaleA , Pabti > SesuMce 









